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Abstract

New Zealand has set a target of net zero emissions by 2050, and this study looks into the role that economic growth,
renewable energy use, technological innovation, and forests could play in getting them there. The Dynamic Ordinary Least
Squares (DOLS) technique was used to analyze time series data from 1990 to 2021. According to the results of the DOLS
estimation, a one-percentage-point increase in economic growth is associated with a 0.24% increase in CO2 emissions.
Furthermore, increasing the use of renewable energy by 1% is related with a reduction in CO, emissions of 0.81 percent
over the long run, as indicated by the coefficient of renewable energy use being negative and statistically significant. The
calculated long-run coefficient of technical innovation is negative and statistically significant, suggesting that a 1% increase
in technological innovation results in a 0.02% reduction in CO, emissions. The long-run coefficient of forest area is notably
negative and significant, which means that increasing forest area by 1% reduces CO, emissions by 4.78%. The empirical
results show that as New Zealand's economy grows, so do its CO, emissions, but that the country may get closer to its goal
of carbon neutrality through the growing use of renewable energy, technological innovation, and sustainable forest
management. Alternative estimators, such as fully modified least squares (FMOLS) and canonical cointegrating regression
(CCR), do not significantly affect the estimated results. In order for New Zealand to reach its goal of net zero emissions by
2050, this article offers policy ideas centered on a low-carbon economy, the promotion of the use of renewable energy
sources, the financing of technical progress, and sustainable forest management.

Keywords: CO, emissions; Renewable energy; Technological innovation; Forests; Net zero emissions; Sustainability

Introduction

Human activities like burning fossil fuels and clearing
forests contribute significantly to increasing atmospheric
concentrations of GHGs, making climate change a pressing
issue in the 21st century (Raihan et al., 2021a; Isfat &
Raihan, 2022). Consistently rising CO, emissions are
predicted to have far-reaching implications for the global
climate system, with disastrous effects for every sector of
society (Ali et al., 2022; Islam et al., 2022). In order to
build a sustainable, progressive, and successful society in
which no one is left behind, the world must work toward
the goal of a climate-neutral future (Raihan et al., 2022a).
Therefore, current academics have made it a priority to
find ways to reduce CO, emissions as part of creating a
green and sustainable future by considering a wide range
of enabling factors, including renewable energy,
technological innovation, enhancing forest area, and
economic development (Raihan et al., 2022b). The United
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Nations has proposed Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) for 2030 that highlight the importance of
affordable and clean energy, comprehensive and
sustainable economic growth, technical innovation, and
sustainable forest management in the fight against climate
change (SDGs 7, 8, 9, 13, and 15).

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) negotiated the Paris Pact, a
multilateral environmental agreement, to enhance the
global response to the risks posed by climate change within
the context of sustainable development. After signing the
Paris Agreement in 2016, New Zealand became part of a
global effort to keep global warming far below 2 degrees
Celsius, with the ultimate goal of keeping it to 1.5 degrees
Celsius. As part of the Paris Agreement, New Zealand has
pledged to cut net emissions in half from a baseline of
2005 gross emissions by 2030 and reach net zero emissions
by 2050. Rapid emission reduction is essential to reach
climate neutrality. By taking steps to mitigate climate
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change, New Zealand hopes to achieve multiple
environmental goals at once, including better air quality, a
circular economy, and biodiversity protection, as well as
ensure sustainable growth and a just transition. The
authorities in New Zealand need a better understanding of
the country's net-zero emission potential if they are to
strike a compromise between climate change mitigation
and sustainable growth.

The question of whether or not the benefits of
economic growth outweigh the costs of environmental
damage informs decisions about how best to promote
environmental sustainability and development (Raihan, &
Tuspekova, 2022a). Increases in economic growth allow
for the replacement of older, more polluting technologies
with newer, more environmentally friendly ones, thereby
improving environmental quality (Raihan, & Tuspekova,
2022b). There are a number of factors that can help
decouple economic  growth  from  environmental
degradation, including shifts in output composition, the
adoption of cleaner manufacturing technology, stricter
environmental regulation, and a heightened public
awareness of environmental issues (Raihan, & Tuspekova,
2022c). Although emissions in New Zealand continue to
rise as a result of rapid population and economic
expansion, the country is working to decouple emissions
from economic growth.

The importance of renewable energy has been
underscored by the growing concern about global climate
change and environmental sustainability (Raihan et al.,
2022c; Voumik et al., 2022a). International economies are
shifting toward more sustainable renewable energy sources
as a result of the rapid depletion of fossil fuels and the
severe environmental impacts of doing so (Raihan et al.,
2022d). Renewable energy's benefits include cutting down
on the use of traditional energy sources while protecting
the world's economy for the long haul. Solar, water
(hydropower), wind, geothermal, and biomass are the five
primary sources of renewable energy (Raihan et al.,
2022¢). Wind, sun, and other renewable sources of energy
are plentiful, clean, and safe alternatives to traditional
power sources. Many people believe that renewable energy
can solve the problems of energy security and pollution
(Raihan et al., 2022f). The objective of reducing global
emissions by half by 2050 (Raihan et al., 2022g) and of
becoming net zero emissions in New Zealand by 2050 both
rely heavily on the use of renewable energy sources. New
Zealand uses a lot of renewable energy and has a long
history of developing renewable energy. In New Zealand,
the percentage of primary energy (heat and power) derived
from renewable sources is about 40%. About 80% of the
country's electricity is produced by renewable sources,
mostly geothermal and hydroelectricity. Since the
beginning of the previous two decades, the amount of
electricity produced by geothermal and wind energy has
more than tripled. There is less scope for the energy sector
to reduce gross emissions than in many other jurisdictions
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due to the high levels of renewable electricity generation
already in use. This makes abatement strategies difficult.
Despite this, New Zealand is aiming to advance further in
this field. By 2035, the government hopes to produce all of
its electricity from renewable sources, with five-yearly
reviews to make sure that supply security and price remain
stable. To get to net zero emissions, New Zealand needs to
maximize its usage of renewable energy, hence this is an
important topic for study.

At this time, technological development is the single
most important factor in reducing global climate change
(Raihan et al., 2022h). Consistent growth of direct
environmental technology with the aim of reducing CO>
emissions has been facilitated by the advancement of
environmental legislation. The process of economic
reorganization and optimization relies heavily on
technological innovation (Raihan & Voumik, 2022a). To
lessen the carbon dioxide (CO.) emissions caused by
industrialization, conventional economic development is
shifting its focus from production to innovation. In
addition, technical advancement is viewed as crucial to
enhancing a nation's energy efficiency (Raihan & Voumik,
2022b). When applied to the economy, modern
technologies allow for a certain level of production to be
attained while requiring less energy overall. Furthermore,
technological development permits the economy to shift
from using nonrenewable energy sources to meeting
energy needs to renewable energy sources (Raihan, &
Tuspekova, 2022b). Technological advancements have
reduced the need for fossil fuels and the resulting reduced
emissions of carbon dioxide. New Zealand's industrial
structure may be modernized with the help of technological
advancements, and this would be an excellent catalyst for
the country's economic progress. To boost economic
growth and reach net zero emissions, studying the impact
of  technological innovation on  environmental
sustainability is essential from a theoretical and practical
standpoint.

Forest regions are also under strain from the growing
demands for food, shelter, agriculture, public
transportation, and other infrastructures. Urbanization,
industrialization, settlements, mining, and agriculture have
all caused a loss of forest cover (Jaafar et al., 2020). Forest
loss and other land use changes can significantly increase
CO; emissions and contribute to climate change.
Conversely, forests act as both carbon sources and sinks,
significantly influencing the structure of the global climate
(Raihan et al., 2021b). When trees capture CO, from the
atmosphere and store it in their biomass, carbon
sequestration takes place. This aids in reducing the speed
of climate change. Around 300 billion tons of CO; are
captured annually by forests; however, deforestation and
forest degradation are expected to cause an additional three
billion tons of CO; to escape into the atmosphere (Raihan
et al., 2022a). Since temperatures are anticipated to
increase by 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels
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between 2030 and 2052 under projected global warming
and climate change scenarios, the role of forest regions in
collecting atmospheric carbon has become increasingly
important. Nearly 38% of New Zealand's land area is
covered by forests (World Bank, 2022), which are crucial
to the nation's carbon balance. In order to achieve net zero
emissions in New Zealand, it is crucial to consider the
forest's potential.

Getting to a climate-neutral society will need the
concerted efforts of numerous groups working in tandem.
This intricacy presents a problem for the government,
which must begin with defining who is responsible for
what and how at the federal, state, and municipal levels, as
well as among commercial and public actors and individual
individuals. Finding innovative ways to collaborate
between different tiers of government and the Government
and civil society actors will also be a component of this.
Considering that New Zealand wants to achieve net zero
emissions by 2050, it is crucial to analyze how policy,
instruments, and measures promote a low-emission
pathway up to 2050. A clear explanation of the most
important parameters is necessary before a target of
climate neutrality can be set. For practically any country,
planning the strategy to achieve the goal of net zero
emissions within a few decades is an enormous task that
will call for bold and effective steps. There must be
openness and clarity about the goal's associated
parameters. Even while study into the possibility of
emission  reduction  factors  using  econometric
methodologies has become a hot topic in recent years,
there has been surprisingly little investigation of this
question in New Zealand. This study tries to fill this
knowledge vacuum by using the dynamic ordinary least
squares (DOLS) method to examine how GDP growth,
renewable energy consumption, technological innovation,
and forest areas affect CO, emissions in New Zealand.

This research is important because it provides insights
that may be used in a variety of ways to both existing
literature and ongoing policy debates in New Zealand. To
begin with, the novel findings from the in-depth
econometric analysis of the relationship between CO;
emissions and emission reduction factors in the context of
New Zealand fill a void in the prior academic literature.
New to this study is an analysis of how the adoption of
renewable energy sources, technology advancements, and
sustainable forest management can affect New Zealand’s
carbon footprint. Second, our study sheds light on the
often-overlooked but crucial function of patent applications
in emission reduction. And third, the study included the
most recent and comprehensive data available over a 32-
year time frame (1990-2021). To ensure the reliability of
the findings, multiple diagnostic tests and cointegration
models (including the DOLS, FMOLS, and CCR tests)
were used. For New Zealand to reach its objective of net
zero emissions by 2050, the findings of this study will give
policymakers with more complete and relevant information
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for formulating successful policies in the areas of low-
carbon economy, boosting renewable energy consumption,
supporting  technical innovation, and sustainable
management of the forests. Furthermore, the results of this
study can be applied to the review and development of
environmental policies to help get New Zealand ready for a
1.5°C world by bolstering policy and action plans to lessen
the effects of climate change and ensure sustainable
development. The findings from this study may also be
useful for other developing nations as they seek to fortify
their own climate change mitigation and adaptation plans.

Literature Review

Numerous studies have been performed over the past
several years to determine how and to what degree
renewable energy can cut down on carbon dioxide
emissions. A number of economic analyses have concluded
that expanding the usage of renewable energy sources
would lead to lower levels of carbon dioxide emissions.
Moreover, several empirical studies have demonstrated the
link between expanding economies and rising CO;
emissions. Multiple studies were taken into account, from a
number of different nations, considering a number of
different aspects and using a number of different
approaches. Chen et al. (2019) looked at China's CO;
emissions, economic growth, and use of renewable energy
sources between 1980 and 2014 and found that the latter
two were inversely associated to the former. Using a
sophisticated panel quantile regression model, Azam et al.
(2022) found a positive correlation between GDP growth
and CO- emissions in the top five emitter countries for the
years 1995-2017, and a negative correlation between
renewable energy and CO. emissions in these same
countries. Using data from 1990 to 2018, Raihan and
Tuspekova (2022a) found that economic growth was
positively related to CO, emissions, whereas the use of
renewable energy was negatively related to emissions.
Using data from 1990 to 2019, Raihan and Tuspekova
(2022c) discovered that the usage of renewable energy was
inversely related to CO, emissions in Nepal, while the use
of fossil fuels was positively related to emissions. Liu et al.
(2017) used time data from 1970-2013 to find a negative
correlation between CO; emissions and the utilization of
renewable energy sources in Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, and Thailand. Using data from 1970 to 2013,
Raihan et al. (2022g) found that in Argentina, increasing
economic activity was associated with higher CO,
emissions, whereas increasing reliance on renewable
energy sources was associated with lower emissions.

In addition, increasing R&D spending can improve
economic production efficiency and resource consumption
efficiency, hence the connection between technical
innovation and CO, emissions has been studied extensively
in recent years. We anticipate that technological progress
will have a significant impact on cleaning up the
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environment. Many countries have successfully decreased
their CO, emissions and enhanced their environmental
performance thanks to new technologies and
environmental protection measures. The favorable impact
that technology advancements might have on carbon
dioxide emissions has been the subject of a lot of prior
research. Because patents safeguard business interests and
intellectual property, they are favored by most academics
as a proxy for technological innovation in the service of
solving environmental issues. Green technology innovation
is widely regarded as having positive effects on the
environment, and Chen and Lee (2020) argue that this is
especially true of technological advancements in high-
income countries, where they can be reduced effectively.
There are several empirical studies demonstrating that
technical progress helps lower carbon dioxide emissions.
Increasing the efficiency of technological innovation in
China has a profoundly beneficial effect on environmental
performance, claim Shahbaz et al. (2020). According to
Rahman et al. (2019), if foreign companies use clean
technology, it could improve environmental quality in
Pakistan by reducing carbon emissions. To better the
environment, technological advancements have been
shown to decrease CO, emissions in 24 European countries
(Ahmed et al., 2016).

In addition, using data from 1990 to 2019, Raihan et al.
(2022b) found that in Malaysia, increasing economic
activity was positively correlated with CO, emissions,
whereas increasing usage of renewable energy sources and
technological advancement was negatively correlated with
CO; production. With data from 1996-2018, Raihan and
Tuspekova (2022b) found that economic expansion
positively affected CO, emissions in Kazakhstan, but the
usage of renewable energy and technical innovation
negatively affected CO, emissions. Using data from 1990
to 2020, Raihan and Voumik (2022a) found that economic
expansion positively affected CO, emissions in India,
while the usage of renewable energy and technical
innovation negatively affected CO, emissions in India.
Using data from 1990 to 2020, Raihan and Voumik
(2022b) found that economic expansion positively affected
CO; emissions in China, while the usage of renewable
energy and technical innovation negatively affected CO;
emissions in China. As it is already generally understood
that technological innovations play a substantial role in
reducing emissions while sustaining economic growth, any
greater understanding of the process of technological
innovation is likely to increase our knowledge of
mitigation possibilities.

Furthermore, the connection between forests and CO;
emissions has recently been thoroughly studied. Waheed et
al. (2018) reported the negative impacts of renewable
energy use and forested area on CO; emissions using time
series data for Pakistan spanning the years 1990-2014. By
using time series data from 1990 to 2016, Begum et al.
(2020) revealed a positive association between economic
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growth and CO, emissions while a negative relationship
between forest area and CO. emissions in Malaysia.
Parajuli et al. (2019) found a negative connection between
wooded areas and CO2 emissions using country-specific
panel data from 1990 to 2014 for 86 distinct nations. By
using data from 1990-2019, Raihan et al. (2022e) found
that economic expansion increased CO, emissions in
Bangladesh, whereas the usage of renewable energy and
technological advancement decreased them. Using data
from 1990 to 2020, Raihan et al. (2022f) also demonstrated
the beneficial benefits of economic growth on CO;
emissions, as well as the detrimental consequences of
renewable energy consumption and technical advancement.
By using data from 1990 to 2019, Raihan and Tuspekova
(2022d) discovered that economic expansion positively
affected CO, emissions in Brazil, whereas the use of
renewable energy and forest area negatively affected CO;
emissions.

Moreover, by using data from 1990 to 2020, Raihan
and Tuspekova (2022e) found that economic expansion
increases CO;, emissions in Turkey, while renewable
energy and forest area reduce CO, emissions. Data from
1990-2019 was also used by Raihan and Tuspekova
(2022f) to show that economic expansion positively
affected CO. emissions in Mexico, whereas the use of
renewable energy and forest area negatively affected CO;
emissions in the country. Raihan and Tuspekova (2022g)
discovered that economic expansion positively affected
CO; emissions in India, whereas the use of renewable
energy and forest area negatively affected CO, emissions
by utilizing data from 1990 to 2020. With data from 1990
to 2019, Raihan and Tuspekova (2022h) found that
economic expansion positively influences CO, emissions
in Malaysia, while renewable energy and forest area
negatively help to cut CO, emissions. Data from 1996-
2020 was also used by Raihan and Tuspekova (2022i) to
show that economic expansion positively affected CO;
emissions in Kazakhstan, whereas the use of renewable
energy utilization and enhancing forest area cut CO,
emissions in the country. By using time series data from
1990 to 2020, Raihan and Tuspekova (2022j) revealed a
positive association between economic growth and CO;
emissions while a negative relationship between forest area
and CO; emissions in Russia.

Despite this encouraging trend, the entire potential of
renewable energy use, technical innovation, and forests are
yet unclear, as are the methods of knowledge acquisition.
The majority of environmental studies have concentrated
on the relationship between CO2 emissions and its drivers,
leaving out the research on the relationship between
emission reduction mechanisms and CO2 emissions,
particularly in New Zealand. Therefore, the current study
aims to address the vacuum in the literature by combining
multiple econometric methodologies to investigate the
potential of economic growth, renewable energy use,
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technical breakthroughs, and forest area to help New
Zealand reach its goal of net zero emissions by 2050.

Methodology
Data

By applying the DOLS method of cointegration developed
by Stock and Watson (1993), this study offers an empirical
examination of the dynamic effects of economic
development, renewable energy utilization, technical
advancement, and forest area on CO, emissions in New
Zealand. This study's econometric analysis made use of the
most up-to-date time series data for New Zealand, which
stretched from 1990 to 2021. The data were taken from the
World Development Indicator (WDI) database (World
Bank, 2022). In this study, carbon dioxide emissions
served as the dependent variable, while economic
expansion, renewable energy use, technological progress,

and forest area served as the explanatory variables.
Furthermore, it should be mentioned that technical
innovation refers to the interest in finding new technology
shown by a country's industrial and commercial entities,
which may be quantified using a metric like the number of
patents. Since patents are the formalized form of
technology, patenting activities can stand in for innovation
in that field. An increase in patent applications is a sign
that businesses and individuals want to adopt cutting-edge
innovations. As a result, the total number of patent
applications has been used as a stand-in for technological
progress (both domestic and foreign). In addition, a
logarithmic transformation is applied to the variables to
guarantee a normal distribution. Table 1 displays the
variables, their logarithmic representations, the units of
measurement, and the researchers that collected the data.
Moreover, Figure 1 displays the annual trends of the
research variable.

Table 1. Data sources, units of measure, and logarithms of the variables

Variables Description Logarithmic forms Units Sources
CO2 CO; emissions LCO2 Metric tons per capita WDI
. GDP per capita
GDP Economic growth LGDP (constant New Zealand Dollar) WDI
RNE Renewable energy use LRNE % of total final energy use WDI
TI Technological innovation LTI Number of patent applications WDI
FA Forest area LFA Square Kilometers (sg. km) WDI
10 35
3] [<5]
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Figure 1. Annual trends of the study variables

Theoretical framework

In this research, we use the framework of a Cobb-Douglas
production function to analyze the hypothesis (Cobb &
Douglas, 1928). This research topic uses standard
production economics to assess how GDP growth,
renewable energy adoption, technical progress, and forest
area have affected CO, emissions in New Zealand. If we
assume a constant rate of return and use a typical Cobb-
Douglas production function, we can derive the aggregate
output function as follows:

Y= f (Ky Ly 0

where Y is the GDP at time t, K is capital at time t, and L
is effective labor at time t

There is a theoretical link between CO, emissions and
financial success. Given the widespread belief that
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO,) are caused by human
economic activity, we can express the CO, emission
function as:

COZt = f (GDP{)
0]

where COy is the CO, emissions at time t

Moreover, rapid economic expansion is associated with
increased energy consumption in the manufacturing
process, while increasing the amount of renewable energy
in the overall final energy use helps to achieve
environmental sustainability by lowering carbon emissions
from fossil fuel energy sources. Therefore, the goal of this
research is to provide an estimate of how much renewable
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energy utilization affects carbon dioxide emissions. As a
result, Eq. (2) may be rewritten as:

COZt = f (GDPt, RNEt)
3

where RNE:; is the renewable energy use at time t

This study takes into account technological innovation
in the model as a result of the discussion in the
introduction and literature review sections, which show
that technological innovation can have multiple effects on
CO; emissions. Technological advancement is also
important since it increases factor productivity and
guarantees energy efficiency, both of which contribute to
economic growth. Furthermore, forests help to mitigate
climate change by absorbing atmospheric CO,. Hence, to
understand the relationship between CO, emissions,
economic growth, renewable energy consumption,
technological innovation, and forest area, the current study
employed the following economic functions:

COzt = f (GDPt, RNEt, Tlt, FAt)
4

where Tl is the number of patent applications at time t and
FA: is the forest area at time t

Econometric model
The Equation (5) depicts the empirical model:

COa= 14 + 1, GDP, + T,RNE; + 15Tl + T, FA;
®)

Equation (5) is further expanded as the econometric model
in the following form:
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COz= 1y + 1;GDP, + T,RNE; + 15Tl + T,FA; + &
(6)

where 10 and g, stand for intercept and error term,
respectively. In addition, 11, T2, and 13 denote the
coefficients.

Moreover, Equation (7) shows the logarithmic arrangement
of Equation (6):

LCO2= 1, + T, LGDP, + 1,LRNE, + 13 LTI, + t,LFA, +
&t (7)

Figure 2 is a flowchart of the analytic methods used to
investigate the impact of New Zealand's expanding
economy, increasing reliance on renewable energy, rapid
technological advancement, and enhanced forest area on
the country’s carbon footprint.

[ Selection of the Variables |———————{ CO., GDP,RNE, TL FA |

4

[ Data Selection ]

L .

—

1990-2021 |

[ Econometric Model —————{ CO,=/(GDP, RNE, TI, FA) |

!

Summary Statistics ]

[ Stationarity Test ](Ei::

[ Cointegration Regression }

|

Robustness Check
(Cointegration Regression)

[

[ Diagnostic Inspection ]

[ Conclusion and Policy Implications ]

;;;;;f,( ADF ]
. e

,{ DOLS ]
]\ S FMOLS ]
iU CCR ]

[ Limitations & Future Research Opportunities ]

Figure 2. Flow chart of the analysis

Stationarity techniques for data

Using a unit root test is essential for preventing erroneous
regression. By differentiating the variables in the
regression and using stationary processes to estimate the
equation of interest, this method ensures that the variables
are, in fact, stationary (Raihan, & Tuspekova, 2022g).
Before investigating cointegration between variables, the
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empirical literature recognizes the requirement to define
the sequence of integration. Since the power of unit root
testing varies with sample size, several research
recommended using multiple tests to determine the best
sequence for series integration (Raihan, & Tuspekova,
2022h). We employed the Augmented Dickey-Fuller
(ADF) test proposed by Dickey and Fuller (1979), the
Dickey-Fuller generalized least squares (DF-GLS) test
proposed by Elliott et al. (1992), and the Phillips-Perron
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(P-P) test proposed by Phillips and Perron (1996) to
identify the autoregressive unit root (1988). To guarantee
that no variables in this study surpassed the order of
integration and to provide more evidence for the
superiority of the DOLS technique over conventional
cointegration methods, the unit root test was employed.

DOLS cointegration regression

The time series data in this research was analyzed using
DOLS, an extended equation of ordinary least squares
estimation. The DOLS cointegration test uses explanatory
factors together with leads and lags of their initial
difference terms to regulate endogeneity and calculate
standard deviations using a covariance matrix of errors that
is resistant to serial correlation (Raihan, & Tuspekova,
2022i). The orthogonalization of the error term is shown by
the inclusion of the leading and trailing terms of the
individual ones. Using the DOLS estimator's standard
deviations as a test for statistical significance is a safe bet
because they follow a normal asymptotic distribution. The
DOLS method is useful for integrating cointegrated
outlines with factors that integrate in a different order, as it
estimates the dependent variable based on the explanatory
variables in levels, leads, and lags (Raihan, & Tuspekova,
2022j). The mixed order integration of individual variables
in the cointegrated outline is the primary benefit of the
DOLS estimation. Some of the other variables in the
regression were also I(1) variables with leads (p) and lags
(-p) of the initial difference, while others were 1(0)
variables with a constant term, as in DOLS estimation
(Begum et al., 2020). This estimate eliminates problems
with small sample bias, endogeneity, and autocorrelation
by summing the leads and lags among explanatory factors.
It is only after establishing that the variables are
cointegrated that the study moves on to estimating the
long-run coefficient with DOLS (using Equation 8).

ALCOZt =Ty + TlLCOZt 1 + TzLGDPt 1 + T3LRNEt_1
+ T4LTIt 1 + tsLFAL L

+ Z v, ALCO2,_; + Z v, ALGDP,_;

1—1 1—1

+ Z vs ALRNE,_; + Z Y4 ALTI,;

1—1 i=1

+ Z Ys ALFA._; + &,
i=1

(8)
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where A is the first difference operator and q is the
optimum lag length in Equation (8).

Robustness check

In order to ensure the validity of the DOLS results, we
used the fully modified OLS (FMOLS) and Canonical
Cointegrating Regression (CCR). Hansen and Phillips
(1990) created the FMOLS regression to integrate the most
accurate estimates of cointegration. The FMOLS method is
a modification of least squares that allows for endogeneity
in the independent variables and serial correlation effects
due to cointegration. The FMOLS method aids with
spurious regressions by employing conventional regression
techniques (OLS) for nonstationary (unit root) data. The
CCR method, which involves transforming data with only
the stationary component of a cointegrating model, was
also pioneered by Park (1992). A cointegrating link from
the cointegrating model will remain unchanged after such
data processing. The CCR transformation eliminates the
zero-frequency dependence of the error term on the
regressors in a cointegrating model. The CCR method
yields asymptotically efficient estimators and asymptotic
chi-square tests that are devoid of nuisance parameters.
Asymptotic coherence can be established with the help of
FMOLS and CCR techniques by examining the impact of
serial correlation (Raihan & Tuspekova, 2022Kk).
Consequently, the FMOLS and CCR estimators are utilized
to determine the long-term elasticity, as demonstrated by
Equation (8).

Results and Discussion
Summary statistics

Table 2 displays the statistical values of many normality
tests (skewness, probability, kurtosis, and Jarque-Bera)
applied to the outcomes of the summary measures between
variables. New Zealand’s time series data for each variable
spans the years 1990 through 2021 and feature 32
observations. Negative skewness values indicate that all of
the variables are normally distributed. Researchers also
used Kkurtosis to determine whether or not the series they
were studying deviated significantly from a normal
distribution. All empirical series are shown to be
platykurtic, with values below 3. All the parameters are
normal, as shown by the tiny values of the Jarque-Bera
probability.
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Table 2. Summary statistics of the variables

Variables LCO2 LGDP LRNE LTI LFA
Mean 1.976764 10.77241 3.397096 8.734455 11.48972
Median 1.960301 10.82788 3.396327 8.782013 11.49761
Maximum 2.115485 10.97195 3.485845 9.193296 11.50602
Minimum 1.867914 10.48212 3.300640 8.039802 11.44810
Std. Dev. 0.077397 0.153388 0.043285 0.233645 0.105405
Skewness 0.546618 -0.467127 -0.293262 -0.164570 -0.150752
Kurtosis 1.933424 1.956100 2.703981 2.337041 1.935457
Jarque-Bera 2.110334 2.616744 0.575516 2.427888 1.328701
Probability 0.211154 0.270260 0.749943 0.180478 0.132674
Observations 32 32 32 32 32

Results of unit root tests

To ensure that no variables had an order of integration |
higher than the others, we used the unit root test to support
the use of the DOLS estimator rather than cointegration
(1). We employed trend-and-constants-based ADF and DF-
GLS and P-P methods to isolate the autoregressive unit
root. The outcomes of the ADF, DF-GLS, and P-P tests for

Table 3. The results of unit root tests

locating the unit root are shown in Table 3. All three unit
root tests show that the variables were not level-stationary,
but did become stationary once the first difference was
taken. Therefore, the unit root results suggest that the
variables share a first-difference order of integration. This
means that there is no possibility of a deceptive regression
analysis because all of the variables included in the
empirical investigations tend toward their true values.

Logarithmic form of the variables LCO2 LGDP LRNE LTI LFA
ADE Log levels 1.5230 -0.8241 -1.4237 -2.6480 -1.6297
Log first difference -2.8676** -5.4515*** -6.0754*** -6.5964*** -3.0741**
DE-GLS Log Igvels. -1.4062 -0.7032 -1.1669 -2.0392 -0.1194
Log first difference -2.6756** -3.8051*** -5.7514*** -6.7168*** -3.1179**
p.p Log levels -1.5086 -0.8257 -2.0679 -2.4660 -1.4755
Log first difference 6.9544*** -5.4175*** -6.963*** -7.9857*** -4.4819***

*** and ** signify significance at the 1% and 5% levels, respectively

DOLS outcomes

The DOLS estimation results are shown in Table 4. The
estimated long-run coefficient of LGDP is positive and
statistically significant at the 5% level, indicating that a 1%
increase in economic growth would result in a 0.24%
increase in CO, emissions when all other variables are held
constant. This research shows that economic expansion
causes environmental deterioration over time. The positive
correlation between GDP and CO, emissions is
substantiated by previous studies (Chen et al.,, 2019;
Raihan et al., 2022g; Azam et al.,, 2022; Raihan &
Tuspekova, 2022a; Liu et al., 2017; Raihan & Voumik,
2022a; Raihan et al., 2022b; Raihan & Tuspekova, 2022¢).
Emissions have increased as industrialization has led to
more energy use, infrastructural development, and
economic capitalization, all of which have had a positive
effect on investments and business output. When the
economy expands, pollution levels tend to rise alongside it.
It causes greater pollution, waste, and environmental
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deterioration as more societal demands are met through
consumption and development activities (Voumik et al.,
2022b). As a result, economic activities appear to be
appropriate for environmental protection and development,
rather than posing a threat to long-term environmental
quality. As a result, the ability to attain carbon neutrality
may be at risk unless the economy makes a massive
transition to using low-carbon technology for
manufacturing products and services. Consequently, in
order to achieve net zero emissions in New Zealand,
effective policies and ways to reduce dependency on fossil
fuel supply, energy intensity, and CO, emissions are
required.

When looking at long-term effects, however, the
estimated coefficient of renewable energy use is negative
and statistically significant at the 1% level, suggesting that
increasing the use of renewable energy by 1% is linked to a
reduction in CO, emissions of 0.81 percent. This
demonstrates the possibility of reducing emissions by
increasing the usage of renewable energy sources in New
Zealand. Our result suggests that the use of renewable
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energy sources is crucial for New Zealand to reach the net
zero emissions goal. The results of this study are in line
with those of numerous other studies, including those by
Chen et al. (2019), Raihan et al. (2022g), Azam et al.
(2022), Raihan and Tuspekova (2022a), Liu et al. (2017),
Raihan and Voumik (2022a), Raihan et al. (2022b), Raihan
and Tuspekova (2022b), and Raihan et al. (2022¢). Using
renewable sources for energy generation is crucial to both
sustainable development and climate change mitigation in
the face of the looming threat of climate change.
Renewable energy provides substantial economic benefits,
such as greater energy availability, improved energy
security, and the use of local renewable resources, in
addition to reducing carbon emissions.

We also investigate how technological progress can
help New Zealand reach carbon neutrality. At the 5%
significance level, the predicted long-run coefficient of
technological innovation is negative, meaning that for
every 1% increase in technical innovation, CO, emissions
decrease by 0.02%. The empirical result suggests that a
rise in patent applications may result in lower levels of

Table 4. The outcomes of DOLS: dependent variable LCO2

carbon dioxide emissions. This suggests that the adoption
of green technologies in New Zealand's industrial sector
may contribute to the country's efforts to improve
environmental quality by achieving its target of net zero
emissions. Our findings are consistent with those of other
researchers who have found that technological
advancements aid in environmental sustainability,
including Chen and Lee (2020), Shahbaz et al. (2020),
Ahmed et al., (2016), Raihan and Voumik (2022a), Raihan
et al. (2022b), Raihan and Tuspekova (2022b), and Raihan
et al. (2022e). With the help of a green economy and green
technologies, New Zealand can reach its goal of becoming
a net zero-emissions country by 2050. The debate over the
part that patent applications should play in reducing
climate change is heating up as we enter an era in which
there is a greater awareness of the need for environmental
sustainability. Green technology patents guarantee that the
environment will always be preserved for future
generations even as they are used to advance the field.

Variables Coefficient Standard Error t-Statistic P-value
LGDP 0.244484** 0.142422 1.716618 0.0175
LRNE -0.811868*** 0.207749 -3.907930 0.0006
LTI -0.022055** 0.052056 -0.423679 0.0275
LFA -4.781928*** 1.637232 -2.920739 0.0070
C 47.76719 17.52766 2.725247 0.1911
R? 0.917681

Adjusted R? 0.903489

*** and ** signify significance at the 1% and 5% levels, respectively

The results show that the usage of renewable energy
sources becomes more crucial when CO, emissions rise in
tandem with economic development. More evidence is that
a thriving economy may spur the development of cutting-
edge renewable energy sources. As a result of the resources
made available by a flourishing economy, research into
and development of renewable energy technology and
infrastructure can expand. To meet growing energy needs
and improve efficiency, technological advancements are
aiding the shift away from fossil fuels and toward
renewable energy. When a nation's GDP grows, it has
more disposable income to put toward R&D and the
introduction of cutting-edge technologies. Increases in
technological efficacy lead to less waste and pollution as a
result of reduced resource use and product by-products.
The environmental quality is predicted to increase, for
instance, if more money is invested in research and
development. Our research also shows that the adoption of
renewable energy is a direct result of economic
development and technological progress. As the economy
expands, new technologies will enable the widespread
adoption of renewable energy. Instead, cheers to the
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government's extensive renewable energy promotion
strategy, the renewable energy industry is now an
important economic sector that greatly contributes to the
country's socioeconomic and long-term progress. Jobs,
lower prices, and a less polluted environment are just a few
of the ways in which the expansion of renewable energy
has improved people's quality of life and helped to improve
the world overall. In order for New Zealand to become an
emission-free country, the economy must continue to
grow, as this will provide the funds necessary to
investigate and develop renewable energy technologies and
infrastructure.

The long-run coefficient of forest area is notably
negative at a 1% level, which means that increasing forest
area by 1% reduces CO, emissions by 4.78%. According to
this study, forest ecosystems improve New Zealand's
ecology because they catch CO, from the atmosphere and
store it in the soil and vegetation of the woods. According
to the empirical results, increasing forest carbon sinks via
increasing forest reserves slows down environmental
deterioration over time. The findings of the current study,
which show a negative correlation between forest area and
CO; emissions, are also supported by Waheed et al. (2018),
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Raihan and Tuspekova (2022d), Raihan and Tuspekova
(2022e), Raihan et al. (2022e), Parajuli et al. (2019),
Raihan et al. (2022a), Raihan and Tuspekova (2022f),
Raihan et al. (2022f), Raihan and Tuspekova (20229),
Raihan and Tuspekova (2022h), Raihan and Tuspekova
(2022i), and Begum et al. (2020).

Since forests are the second-largest source of CO2
emissions in the world, forest degradation has been seen as
a contributing factor to environmental destruction (Raihan
et al., 2018). Therefore, minimizing deforestation may be
the simplest method for reducing CO2 emissions.
Undoubtedly, the most cost-effective strategy for halting
environmental deterioration and reducing climate change is
to increase forest carbon sequestration (Raihan et al.,
2019). A major issue in the current climate research
community is the importance of restoring, preserving, and
conserving forests as a means of reducing climate change.
Additionally, forestry-based mitigation strategies (forest
protection, afforestation, and natural regeneration) may
serve a number of purposes, including carbon
sequestration,  biodiversity  preservation,  ecosystem
regrowth, and the production of goods and services for
society (Raihan & Said, 2022). By reducing CO2
emissions and increasing forest biomass, which in turn
increases the country's carbon sink, New Zealand's forestry
sector has a major power to mitigate forestry-based global
climate change. To put it briefly, improving forest areas
would be an effective approach to reducing carbon
emissions and support New Zealand's effort to reach net
zero emissions by 2050.

It is also worth mentioning that the theoretical and
practical indications of the estimated coefficients are
consistent. It appears that the computed regression model
fits the data pretty well, with R? and modified R? values of
0.9176 and 0.9034, respectively. This suggests that the
changes in the independent variables may explain 90% of
the variation in the dependent variable.

Robustness check

To ensure that DOLS estimation was consistent, we used
the FMOLS and CCR estimators. Tables 5 and 6 display
the model's estimated FMOLS and CCR values,
respectively. The results of the FMOLS and CCR
estimations show how reliable the DOLS estimation is.
The positive coefficient of economic growth was validated
at a 5% level of significance by both the FMOLS and CCR
estimation results. Moreover, the negative coefficients of
renewable energy use and forest area were confirmed at the
1% level of significance in both FMOLS and CCR
estimate results. In addition, FMOLS and CCR estimation
results corroborate the negative relationship between
technological progress and carbon dioxide emissions at the
5% significant level. Additionally, the goodness of fit is
reflected in the estimated R? and modified R? values from
FMOLS and CCR estimates. Thus, it can be concluded that
CO; emissions rise as New Zealand’s economy expands,
while progress in renewable energy and technology allows
the country to become carbon neutral.

Table 5. The results of FMOLS: dependent variable LCO2

Variables Coefficient Standard Error t-Statistic P-value
LGDP 0.295552** 0.198395 1.489714 0.0148
LRNE -0.938338*** 0.344416 -2.724428 0.0014

LTI -0.021761** 0.075756 -0.287245 0.0267
LFA -4.502139*** 2.321290 -1.939499 0.0064
C 43.56625 24.76614 1.759105 0.1903
R? 0.913436
Adjusted R? 0.903888
*** and ** signify significance at the 1% and 5% levels, respectively
Table 6. The results of CCR: dependent variable LCO2

Variables Coefficient Standard Error t-Statistic P-value
LGDP 0.328070** 0.229916 1.426915 0.0165
LRNE -0.973327*** 0.444771 -2.188376 0.0078

LTI -0.007238** 0.091665 -0.078963 0.0377
LFA -5.173000%*** 2.357410 -2.194357 0.0073
C 50.67951 25.12318 2.017241 0.1541
R? 0.913436
Adjusted R? 0.901838

*** and ** signify significance at the 1% and 5% levels, respectively

Diagnostic inspection

Global Scientific Research

We ran tests for normality, heteroscedasticity, and serial
correlation to make sure the cointegration assessment was
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accurate. The outcomes of the diagnostic procedures are
summarized in Table 7. There is no autocorrelation or
heteroscedasticity in the model, and the data are normally
distributed. Moreover, we used the CUSUM and
CUSUMQ tests to examine the model's robustness to
recursive changes. In Figure 3, we see the CUSUM and
CUSUMQ plots at the 5% level of significance. The blue
lines show the residual values, while the red lines show the
confidence intervals. The estimated values of the examined
residuals are consistent with the confidence intervals,
indicating that the model is stable at the 5% level of
significance.

Table 7. The results of diagnostic tests

Diagnostic Coefficient p- Decision
tests value
Jarque-Bera 2.655548 0.2651 Residuals are
test normally
distributed

Breusch- 1.672349  0.2399 No serial
Godfrey LM correlation exits
test
Breusch- 0.729577  0.5796 No
Pagan- heteroscedasticity
Godfrey test exists
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Figure 3. The plots of CUSUM and CUSUMQ tests
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Conclusion and Policy Implications

This research looks into how net zero emissions in New
Zealand can be accomplished by factors like economic
development, renewable energy adoption, technical
advancement, and forest area. The DOLS technique was
used on time series data that extended from 1990 to 2021.
In this research, we used the ADF, DF-GLS, and P-P unit
root tests to determine the order of integration of the series.
According to the results of the DOLS estimation, a one-
percentage-point increase in economic growth is associated
with a 0.24% increase in CO. emissions. Furthermore,
increasing the use of renewable energy by 1% is related
with a reduction in CO, emissions of 0.81 percent over the
long run, as indicated by the coefficient of renewable
energy use being negative and statistically significant. The
calculated long-run coefficient of technical innovation is
negative and statistically significant, suggesting that a 1%
increase in technological innovation results in a 0.02%
reduction in CO;, emissions. The long-run coefficient of
forest area is notably negative and significant, which
means that increasing forest area by 1% reduces CO;
emissions by 4.78%. Estimates hold up well when
compared with both the FMOLS and CCR methods. Our
research provides fresh insight into how the adoption of
renewable energy sources, cutting-edge technical
advancements, and sustainable forest management in New
Zealand have contributed to the country's progress toward
net zero emissions. Recommendations for policy were
made in this article to promote sustainable development
through the introduction of robust regulatory policy tools
targeted at achieving net zero emissions by 2050.

It will take new methods and procedures to get to net
zero emissions, which is not an easy aim to achieve. An
all-out effort, substantial investment, and careful planning
are needed to make the leap to a climate-neutral
civilization. In order to keep the political debate on the
future's direction going strong, it is crucial to keep
gathering facts and best practices. To reach carbon
neutrality, all emissions must be reduced, and the many
causes and potential remedies must be taken into account.
For this reason, it's possible that a variety of sector-specific
policies and initiatives will need to be implemented
simultaneously in order to move forward. To reach carbon
neutrality, the strategy must be adaptable and leave room
for novel, creative ideas. Government actors, industrial
partners, non-governmental organizations, and local
municipalities must all work together and actively
participate in the development and systematic reevaluation
of a viable strategy for a climate-neutral New Zealand by
2050. To achieve a fair transition to a circular, competitive,
climate-neutral future, the public must be involved in its
development. Many local governments, businesses, and
non-profits, as well as national organizations, have taken
action to address climate change. New Zealand's
greenhouse gas emissions are predicted to decrease as a
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result of these measures. Since government effort alone
won't be enough to combat climate change, it's crucial to
back such projects.

Our study suggests that the New Zealand government
aid markets by constructing a strong legislative framework
that creates lasting value for carbon neutrality and
consistently encourages innovative technologies that result
in a less carbon intensive economy. New Zealand's
government is considering expanding its use of carbon
capture and storage systems with the goal of becoming
carbon neutral. Policymakers should also support and
promote renewable energy businesses and innovations.
These steps will aid the transition to a low-carbon
economy by replacing more traditional energy sources that
produce a lot of carbon dioxide. In order to achieve the
goals of a future without fossil fuels, in which all energy
production comes from renewable origin by 2050, the
government could create and implement effective policies
to support investment in new renewable energy
technology. As a corollary, new technologies will need to
be created through research and patent applications in
order to reach the carbon neutrality goal. Creation of
energy-saving technology is a part of this effort and will
likely play a major role in any future stability policy.
Hybrid wvehicles are one example of how modern
technology can reduce energy use without compromising
performance. The government may raise funding for
enterprises conducting technological innovation research
on energy conservation and emission reduction in order to
foster the development of low-carbon technology. New
Zealand’s government is considering increasing its
cooperation with academic institutions in an effort to
promote technical innovation, especially in the field of
green technology. Green technology, such as renewable
energy sources, energy storage, management, recycling
and waste technologies, and GHG disposal, can all
contribute to a more sustainable way of life. Innovative
green technology utilization in industry may have positive
effects on all three of these fronts. In addition, the
government should encourage the commercialization of
patents and the development of novel energy sources and
environmental protection measures.

Additionally, this study's findings advised New
Zealand's politicians to design appropriate environmental
and climate-resilient plans, with a focus on reducing CO2
emissions through forest development. New Zealand's
forest policy may include the goal of attaining sustainable
development, with sustainable forest management in
particular aiding in preserving the quality of the
environment and the socioeconomic benefits from forests.
As a result, a sound forest management strategy and
effective policy implementation may be taken into account.
The government of New Zealand may raise investments
while enacting rigorous forest regulations with the goal of
lowering CO2 emissions by increasing forest biomass
through the preservation and protection of forests. The
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authority may also create commercial forest plantation
portions to attract involvement from the business sector in
sustainable forest management. By implementing a variety
of forestry-based mitigation strategies, New Zealand may
be better able to combat climate change and meet its goal
of net zero emissions. Because of better and more
economical methods of managing forests, such as
afforestation, reforestation, forest conservation,
agroforestry, greater natural regeneration, and urban
forestry, forests will continue to serve as carbon sinks. Last
but not least, effective forest policy development might aid
New Zealand in increasing its national carbon sink,
assuring national green growth, and sustainable forest
management, which would result in net zero emissions by
2050.

Although our approach has significant weaknesses,
which may be addressed in future studies, our current study
did produce substantial empirical findings in the case of
New Zealand. The inaccessibility of data beyond the study
period severely restricts the usefulness of the econometric
methods we employed. This research, however, looks at
the interplay between New Zealand’s expanding economy,
renewable energy sources, technological progress, forest
area, and carbon dioxide emissions. However, recycling
items, decreasing water and electricity consumption,
switching to organic food, etc. are all potential factors in
lowering emissions that could be investigated in future
research. Degradation of the environment due to GHG
emissions was also measured using CO in this study.
Consumption-based carbon emissions, along with other
emission indicators such as nitrous oxide, sulfur dioxide,
methane, and other transient climate pressures, could be
used as proxies for environmental deterioration in more
studies. CO, emissions are not the main contributor to
environmental degradation, but they are used as a proxy for
pollution in this study. Water and soil contamination are
two forms of environmental pollution that could be studied
in greater depth in future studies of New Zealand.
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Abstract

Corporate social and Eco-friendly Co. emission environment are essential for a firm's and employees' health. This Study
investigates the impact of Corporate social environment and Co. emission environment on Organizational Performance the
mediator role of social capital. The study used 260 Pakistan stock exchange-listed firms data from 2011 to 2020 and
estimated impact through Regression least square method and GMM. Robust least square test used for validity and
sustainability of results. The results of Regression least square and GMM confirmed that the Corporate social environment
and environment friendly Coz emission have high significant positive impact on Organizational Performance. Social capital
role as mediator is highly positive significance that enhances employee’s social, environment Co2 emission activity and firm
outcomes; Indicate corporate social environment, eco-friendly Co: emission and social capital have intangible potential
Capital of a firm and their significant impact on organizational performance. The robustness test results also confirmed the
validity and sustainability impact of Corporate social environment, eco-friendly Co: emission and social capital on
Organizational Performance. Recommendations are cleared and suggest more focus on employees' social and clean Co:
emission environmental activities essential requirements of organizational performance, support, and motivation because
social capital produce employees self-efficacy and enhances Organizational Performance, Firms appealing to more
investments and higher financial performance; investors are aware of the importance of social, firm environmental and
employees concerns.

Keywords: GMM; Corporate social environment; Carbon Dioxide emissions; Organizational Performance; Social Capital

Introduction

Corporate social and Co. emission environment is an
essential role for firms; the purpose of this study is to
investigate the impact of Corporate social and eco-friendly
Co2 emission environment can enhance the Organizational
Performance with mediating role of corporate social
responsibility. Empirical studies in the content of Vietnam
SME analysis the corporate social responsibility impact on
Organizational Performance through corporate image,
corporate reputation and customer loyalty; found that
positive relationship between CSR, Organizational
Performance and customer loyalty (Le, 2022). Corporate
social responsibility influence on business performance.
The researcher used 296 stock exchange list firm data of
Pakistan; a positive relationship exists between business
performance and corporate social responsibility (Jamil,
Rasheed, Mohamed, & Zeeshan, OCTOBER 2022).

Employees' perception of micro CSR in non-profit
organization indicate that Corporate social environment
has a relationship with a non-profit sports organization,
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estimation of job engagement, job satisfaction and
organizational citizenship behaviours (Hazzaa, Oja, &
Kim, 2022). Study on small and medium-size 218 Taiwan
enterprises conducted towards BMI, corporate social
responsibilities, study more focus on corporate culture that
enhance the Organizational Performance (Chen, 2022).

Construction industry organization performance was
linked with corporate social responsibility and social
performance. High centrality score of a network, Corporate
social environment; the developed corporate social
responsibility relationship benefit as core-periphery
structure, with 26 practices and five benefits situate in the
core positions and have a rigorous relationship (Qian
Zhang, Oo, & Lim, 2022). Empirical analysis of social
capital, Organizational Performance and dimension
knowledge share by used 543 SME firms’ managerial data
and indicated knowledge sharing was helpful for achieved
performance and promoting the firm social capital activity
(Ha & Nguyen, 2020). The examined trend of corporate
social responsibility was with company performance and
productivity in the context of China. Clustering methods,
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ordinary least squares and fixed effects panel regression
model were used to measure the performance. There was a
positive impact between firm environment, corporate
social projects and companies’ health (Li, Khalili, &
Cheng, 2019).

The latest Study was conducted on corporate social
responsibility's impact on sustainable organization growth;
Study used 296 Pakistan stock exchange-listed firms and
estimated results corporate social responsibility was the
leading factor that enhances firm heath (Jamil, Rasheed, &
Mukhtar, 2022). There are paradoxical relationship among
work diversity and Textile industrial performance
(Mukhtar, Kazmi, Muhammad, Jamil, & Javed, 2022).
Corporate social behavior positive influence on
Organizational performance and social capital immaterial-
resource of firm have effect on firm performance (Jamil et
al.,, OCTOBER 2022).

Co: emission is causing of Global warming and climate
changes; Co: emission from fossil fuel is main reason of
Climate change and organizational need to integrate
sustainable organization operations. Their-fore, eco-
friendly Co: emission improving the performance of
organizations and sustainable packaging play the
significant role in organizational development (Sinha).

A firm financial performance behave on firm social and
environment behavior, Garch Model study indicated social
and environmental responses were negative relate to
increase of global Coz emissions. Social and environmental
implementing policies were change the investor attitude
that leads to organizational performance (Sariannidis,
Zafeiriou, Giannarakis, & Arabatzis, 2013).

The greenhouse gas emission is a factor which uses to
monitor climate change that directly effects on business
and performance. Organizational performance measured
by Return on Assets and returns on equity; indicate Co:
emission was a significant but negative effect or
organizational (Alvarez, 2012).

Environmental innovation-Co. emission and environment
governance was significant impact and nexus each other
and emphasis the environment governance enhance Co:
emission reduction (Albitar, Borgi, Khan, & Zahra, 2022).
Green logistics work when environmental sustainability in
organization (de Souza, Kerber, Bouzon, & Rodriguez,
2022). Co: emission increase when energy consumption
and financial activity increased in organization, while
social and internal connection, institutional quality helping
factors for Co. emission reduction (Madni, Anwar, &
Ahmad, 2022).

Literature Review
His earliest effort on corporate social environment was

from a seminal work (Carroll, 1979). Corporate social
environment in multidimensional construct documents
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support of policies and practices, why the business
community should advance in corporate social
responsibility Cause (Carroll & Shabana, 2010; Wartick &
Cochran, 1985). Fortune magazine's rating was used by
researchers and analyzed the relationship between CSR
and financial performance; social linked with risk of stock
returns both stock market returns and accounting base was
closely related to performance (McGuire, Sundgren, &
Schneeweis, 1988). Who determines corporate social
environment model in the business firm's reformulating of
principles of social responsibility; Process of social
responsiveness, rule, regulation and policies and firm
relationship (Wood, 1991). The researcher Provide an
Alternative economic theory that influences both research
and theory in society and business field (Brenner &
Cochran, 1991). Organization set relationship classified
stakeholder as primary or secondary and developed a
framework and ground in the reality of organization
behaviour analysis the corporate social environment
(Clarkson, 1995). Organizational Performance and
corporate social responsibilities; the barriers to situation
class forecasting (Flyvbjerg, 2006). Corporate social
responsibility was voluntary commitments of corporate
that exceed the explicit and implicit responsibilities
imposed on firms by society (Falck & Heblich, 2007).
Corporate  social environment interactions  with
Organizational Performance: Corporate social environment
possibility that enhanced financial performance of firms.
Results of empirical Study showed that positive
relationship between corporate social environment and
financial Organizational Performance moderator industry
(Hull & Rothenberg, 2008). The measured firm
relationship was with non-financial stakeholders such as
employees, customers, suppliers and communities (social
performance) (Choi & Wang, 2009).

Social and environment performance have nexus to
organizational performance and negative effect global Co2
emission (Sariannidis et al., 2013). Internal social
performance was significant impact on Organizational
Performance while external had no impact on
Organizational Performance estimated results of financial
and non-financial firms (Akintimehin et al., 2019). China
bused research of 112 enterprises and 269 surveys analysis
the competitive advantage of CSR and social capital and
indicated CSR indirectly permute competitive advantages
for social capital that lead to performance of firms (Zhao,
Meng, He, & Gu, 2019). Corporate social responsibility
have supportive and positive role for society and
environment friendly Co:. emission of organization
(Kudtak, 2019).

Companies was responding the effect by environment of
social and Co2 emission reduction (Naranjo Tuesta, Crespo
Soler, & Ripoll Feliu, 2021). Research focus on chemical
manufacturing industry by used 97 respondents of manager
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of firms of Indonesia and indicated that positive and
significant relationship between social capital and cultural
Organizational Performance lead to human resource
performance (Nuryanto, Mz, Sutawidjaya, & Saluy, 2020).
China based research of mediator role of CSR and
performance by used survey data of 206 chines firms and
indicated green supplier integration both social and
economic significant role for Organizational Performance
(Cesar & Jhony, 2020).

Co2 management accounting control has significant impact
on organization financial performance (Naranjo Tuesta et
al., 2021). CSR relation with social capital was extended
depend on framework and practices (Qiansong Zhang, Pan,
Jiang, & Feng, 2020). Knowledge seeking interaction and
Social capital factors of trust, sanction, norms, and social
identification had influence on operational decision of
operational firms (Gubbins & Dooley, 2021).
Organizational social capital as a potential intangible
resource of firms which impact on Organizational
Performance; A South Korea based research indicated
Organizational social capital was an intangible assets that
enhance employee’s wellbeing as well as organizational
outcomes (Brunetto, Saheli, Dick, & Nelson, 2022;
Thomas & Gupta, 2021). The CEOs social capital role in
CSE estimate by used 256 SME firms data and result were
in favor of different performance indicators (Tran &
Adomako, 2021). The researcher used 80 individuals’ data
his/her family in industry and running family business
media firms and indicated social capital and family
business development dimension of structural, relationship
on trust of social capital were favorable while trust
dimension on commitment effected the social capital and
not supported (Tajpour, Salamzadeh, Salamzadeh, &
Braga, 2021). The S&P 137 firms data used and measured
the Organizational Performance with CSR, and indicate
stronger impact of social and economic for enjoying
performance (Al-Shammari, Banerjee, & Rasheed, 2021;
Huang, Shang, Wang, & Gong, 2022).

Corporate social environment was robust the performance
of firms and moderation result indicated executive
discretion least than the job demand by analysis multiple
method and the 1999 firms data (Janani, Christopher,
Nikolov, & Wiles, 2022). Behavioral governance theory
based analysis CSR impact on performance by using
French firms data indicated significant but negative react
when governance consider as contingency factor and
significant with performance (Janani et al., 2022). Firm
positive was react and significant relation with
Organizational Performance (Khan et al., 2022). Empirical
study examines the relationship of social capital and
innovation performance of firms by using data of 217
Chinese digital firms. Results indicate the social capital
and digital Organizational Performance were significant
relationship exists (Lyu, Peng, Yang, Li, & Gu, 2022).

A Turkish study of Social capital was imbalance the firm
ambidexterity and performance, role of social capital
inhibiting the performance due to low generalized trust
(Wasti, Terzi, & Kerti, 2022). Another Turkish based study
estimated the work place Ostracism impact on social
capital and performance by using 180 Turkish firms’
employees and indicated mediator role between Ostracism
and SRP of social capital and truest on firm was significant
(Pasamehmetoglu, Guzzo, & Guchait, 2022). Set skills that
can produce wide problems, complex social problems,
organizational management issues, leadership positions
and strategic innovation (Brown & Katz, 2011). Corporate
social responsibility influences stakeholders' intentions.
Empirical Study provides information on corporate social
and firm's environmental responsibility in the content of
influences purchase, investment employee’s intention of
different stakeholders (Alniacik, Alniacik, & Genc, 2011).
The driver of organization, in particular, was customer,
government and non-government organizational groups
that push firms towards sustainability but neglect the
employees (Wolf, 2013).

Empirical Study examines the impact of firms' social,
environmental, and governance initiatives on financial
performance in the context of developed and emerging
markets firms. There was a positive impact on Corporate
social and environment on Organizational Performance
(Ting, Azizan, Bhaskaran, & Sukumaran, 2019).
Environment innovation more moderation effect showing
Non Co: emission organizations than Co: emission
organizations (Konadu, Ahinful, Boakye, & Elbardan,
2022). Latest study indicated 1 percent increase in
industrial growth was 2.88 to 4.54 percent reduce Co:
emission. Corporate social environment were enhance the
socio cultural and employee’s motivation lead to
organizational success. Social and environment Co:
emission were essential for company’s credibility,
employees and investor engagement (Ahmad et al., 2022).

Organizational
Performance

Corporate
Social
Environment

Social

Capital CO,

emission
Reductio
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Data and Methodology

Data: Study examines the impact of Corporate social
environment on Organizational Performance mediator role
of social capital of the firm. The sample data is 260 firms
of Pakistan stock exchange-listed in Pakistan for 2011 to
2020. The ordinary least square regression model and
GMM are used to examine the impact. After analysis, the
results robustness test is used to check result validity and
sustainability. Organizational Performance calculates
through Return on Assets; social capital is total costs
invested on employees by the firm. Corporate social
environment calculates through taxes paid, social
expenses, internal expenses, employee's welfare expenses,
social cost and no. of shares outstanding. The equation and
formulation are given below.

Organizational Performance (ROA);; =
ay + B, CSE;; + B2 CO, emission Reduction;, ¢ + &;...1
Social Capital;, =

ag + B, CSE;; + B2 CO, emission Reduction;,+ + €4 ....2
Organizational Performance (ROA);; =

oy + B, CSE; + B2CO emission Reduction;, ;
+ BsSocial Capital; ¢ + & ....3

Return on assets
Net income divided by total assets calculate the return on
assets (ROA), and we have measured for (F.P.)
Organizational Performance Oh, W. Y., Chang, Y. K., &
Martynov, A. (2011).

net income;
ROAj{ =———

total asset ;
CSE
= EPS

(Taxes Paid + Social Exp + Int. Exp + Emp. Welfare ]
+ No of Shares Outstanding
Carbon dioxide emissions: Stemming from the burning
of fossil fuels and manufacture of product; produced
during consumption of solid, liquid, gas fuels and gas
flaring.

The above table of descriptive statistics of mean and
standard deviation shows the potential of variables.
Variables capacity influences dependent variables;
Organizational Performance mean 0.03 and standard
deviation 0.11 of dependent variable potential. Corporate
social environment mean 79.75, and standard deviation at
176.89 show Corporate social environment abilities. Co2
Emission Reduction mean 0.83 and standard deviation
0.06 indicate the Co. emission impact efficiency. Social
capital mean 1402933.00 and standard deviation
3794308.00, showing the social capital potential that can
influence. Above variables mean and deviation indicator
having possible potential influence on any dependent
variable.

Table 2: Correlation

Corporate CO2
OrganizationalSocial Emissions Social
Performance EnvironmentReduction Capital
Organizational

Performance 1 0.1452 -0.0770  0.0473
Corporate

Social

Environment 0.1452 1 0.0744 0.0453
CO2

Emissions

Reduction -0.0770 0.0744 1 0.0617
Social Capital 0.0473 0.0453 0.0617 1

The above table shows the correlation matrix, the
endogenous factor assessment. It can be estimated between
+1 and -1; which variable near to 1 faces endogenous
problem issue. Organizational Performance, social Capital
and CSE positive while Co: emission negative correlating
variable. There is no endogenous issue that exists.

Table 3 Regression (Organizational Performance)

Social Capital: Total costs invested on employees Variable Coefficient Std. Error  t-Statistic ~ Prob.
; ; Corporate Social
4. Result and Discussion EnvFi)ronment 9.52E-05 1.27E-05 7.477378  0.0000
CO2 Emissions
Table 1 Descriptive Statistic Reduction 0.031708 0.003111  10.19202  0.0000
Corporate CO2 Social Capital 1.30E-09 5.93E-10  2.191021  0.0285
OrganizationalSocial Emissions Social
Performance EnvironmentReduction Capital R-squared 0.019234  Mean dependent var ~ 0.036710
Mean 0.036710 79.75765 0.830921 1402933. Adjusted R-squared  0.018478 S.D. dependent var 0.115521
Median 0.032456 31.70416  0.806374 364454.5 S.E. of regression 0.114449 Akaike info criterion ~ -1.496227
Maximum  0.757837 3064.054  0.956345 66781000 Sum squared resid ~ 34.01681 Schwarz criterion -1.489462
Minimum  -0.982338 -13.97273  0.763669 43.00000 Log likelihood 1948.095 Hannan-Quinn criter.  -1.493776
Std. Dev. 0.115521 176.8948 0.063318 3794308.
Observations 2600 2600 2600 2600 Durbin-Watson stat  0.869278  Observation 2600
20
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The above table shows the Regression least Square result,
which shows the Corporate social and Co. emission
environmental impact on Organizational Performance; At
the same time, social capital plays a mediator role between
Organizational Performance and Corporate social, Co:
emission environment. Corporate social environment is the
highest significant showing for Corporate Social
Environment with 9.52*** and Co. emission reduction
0.03*** 1 per cent considerable level. Social capital is also
showing 1.30** 5 per cent positive significance for
Organizational Performance from 2011 to 2020. Results
indicate that Corporate social environment , Co. emission
reduction and social capital are essential for Organizational
Performance and of the highest importance influencing
indicators.

Table 4 GMM (Organizational Performance)

Variable CoefficientStd. Error t-Statistic Prob.

Corporate  Social
Environment
CO2 Emissions

9.52E-05 1.27E-05 7.477378 0.0000

Reduction 0.031708 0.003111 10.19202 0.0000
Social Capital 1.30E-09 5.93E-10 2.191021 0.0285
R-squared 0.019234  Mean dependent var 0.036710

Adjusted R-squared0.018478
S.E. of regression 0.114449
Durbin-Watson stat 0.869278
Instrumentrank 4

S.D. dependent var 0.115521
Sum squared resid  34.01681
J-statistic 31.099***
Observation 2600

The above table shows the GMM, the generalized method
of movements used for penal data correct assessment. Its
use for dynamic penal data combines moment conditions.
When the coefficient of the legged dependent variable is
near 0.87, GMM estimation is suggested for measuring
penal data. Thereof 9.52*** highest positive and Co:
emission reduction 0.31*** 1 per cent level significance
showing for Corporate social environment and Co:
emission reduction impact on Organizational Performance.
While Social Capital 1.30** highest positive 5 per cent
significance level shows as mediator role between
Organizational Performance and Corporate social
environment, Co. emission reduction; high importance of
Corporate social and Co: emission environment for
Organizational Performance, mediator factor is essential
for Organizational Performance.

Table 5 Robust Least Square (Organizational
Performance)
Variable CoefficientStd. Error z-Statistic Prob.

Corporate  Social
Environment
CcOo2 Emissions

9.34E-05 9.50E-06 9.832782 0.0000

Reduction 0.030001 0.002321 12.92610 0.0000
Social Capital 3.65E-09 4.42E-10 8.256857 0.0000
Robust Statistics

R-squared 0.020454  Adjusted R-squared 0.019700
Rw-squared 0.058079  Adjust Rw-squared 0.058079
Akaike info

criterion 3479.378  Schwarz criterion  3497.380
Deviance 17.74304 Scale 0.0714***
Rn-squared statistic678.7508  Observation 2600

Non-robust Statistics

Mean  dependent
var 0.036710
S.E. of regression  0.114809

S.D. dependent var 0.115521
Sum squared resid  34.23127

The above table shows the robust least square results that
have been used for results validity and sustainability for a
long time. Corporate social environment at 9.34*** and
Co2 emission reduction 0.30*** highest 1 per cent result
validity and sustainability for Organizational Performance
showing from 2011 to 2020. Social Capital as a mediator
performs the highest importance and sustainability of
results for Organizational Performance. The above results
indicate the results are highly significant, valid and
sustainable for a long time.

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations

This Study investigates the impact of Corporate social and
Co2 emission environment on Organizational Performance
as the mediator role of social capital. The research collects
valuable data from the Pakistan stock exchange list of 260
firms and estimates the valuable results. The Regression
least Square result indicates the Corporate social
environment high impact on Organizational Performance.
At the same time, social capital plays a mediator role
between Organizational Performance and Corporate social
environment vary, influencing mediator. Corporate social
environment is the highest significance for Corporate
social environment with a 9.52*** and Co. emission
reduction 0.30*** 1 per cent significance level. Social
capital is also 1.30** 5 per cent positive significance for
Organizational Performance from 2011 to 2020. The
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GMM s the generalized method of movements used for
penal data correct assessment. Thereof 9.52*** and Co2
emission reduction 0.31*** highest positive 1 per cent
level significance for Corporate social environment impact
on Organizational Performance. At the same time, social
capital at 1.30** shows the highest positive 5 per cent
significance level as mediator role between Organizational
Performance and Corporate social, Co. emission
environment. GMM also confirms the results of regression
least-square; the Corporate social, Co: emission
environment, social capital mediator role are essential and
of the highest importance for Organizational Performance.
Research limitation finding focus on Pakistan stock
exchange-listed firms may affect other countries'
environment; rule and regulation may impact
Organizational  Performance. Recommendations are
cleared and suggest more emphasis on employees' social
and Clean Co2 emission environmental activities essential
requirement of organizational performance, support and
motivation because social capital enhances the
Organizational Performance; produce employees' self-
efficacy, and work tasks with social confidence and clean
environment lead to Organizational Performance. Firms
appealing to more investments and higher financial
performance; investors are aware of the importance of
social, firm environmental and employee economic
concerns.
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Abstract

Bangladesh receives the second-most foreign direct investment in South Asia. Over the past 30 years, Bangladesh's economy
has expanded tremendously because of increased investment from several foreign countries. Although it can be beneficial in
certain ways including the generation of new jobs, the improvement of infrastructure, and the equalization of economic rewards
across the population; foreign direct investment has unintended consequences, such as ecological damage. In light of this, it is
worth exploring the effects of foreign direct investment on sustainable development in Bangladesh. Using the most up-to-date
annual data between 1990 and 2019, this study investigated the evidence of the Environmental Kuznets Curve and the Pollution
Haven Hypothesis in Bangladesh. To assess the effects of economic growth, foreign direct investment, energy use, and trade
on carbon dioxide emissions, this research employed the autoregressive distributed lag method. The empirical results indicated
that the country has an inverted U-shaped Environmental Kuznets Curve and the adverse impact of foreign direct investment
on the environment confirmed the validity of the Pollution Haven Hypothesis in Bangladesh. The results paint a bleak picture,
sounding an alarm for policymakers to pay closer attention to the ways in which development leads to increased carbon
emissions and how multinational companies operating within the country worsen the situation. That's why it's important to
subject foreign investors to stringent environmental regulations. In addition, the nation's economic expansion should be guided
by sustainable development goals.

Keywords: Environmental Kuznets Curve; Economic growth; Foreign direct investment; Carbon emission; Pollution Haven

Hypothesis; Energy use; Sustainable development

Introduction

Climate change causes many different types of difficulties,
including global warming, ecosystem imbalance,
macroeconomic problems, technical problems, and social
and economic concerns (Raihan et al., 2018; Begum et al.,
2020; Raihan et al., 2021a; Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022a).
Greenhouse gas (GHG) increases are widely recognized as
the primary driver of climate change on a global scale
(Raihan et al., 2019; Jaafar et al., 2020; Raihan et al., 2021b;
Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022b). Lessening GHG emissions
has risen to the top of the global community's agenda in light
of the gravity of the climate change problem and the
persistent warming of the Earth's surface (Ali et al., 2022;
Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022c; Raihan et al., 2022a). While
numerous different GHGs exist, the vast majority of
emissions are due to carbon dioxide (Raihan and Said, 2022;
Isfat and Raihan, 2022). With 37.12 billion metric tons of
carbon dioxide (CO,) emitted into the atmosphere through
combusting fossil fuels and producing industrial goods
worldwide in 2021 set a new record. Since this is becoming
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an increasingly urgent problem, it is generally agreed that
governments around the world need to take effective actions
to mitigate climate change's negative impacts quickly
(Raihan et al., 2022b; Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022d).
Hence, reducing CO, emissions has proven to be an
effective tactic in the fight against global warming (Raihan
et al., 2022c; Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022¢). To increase
the worldwide response to climate change concerns within
the context of sustainable development and alleviate poverty
initiatives, the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) created the Paris Agreement as
a multilateral environmental pact.

Bangladesh is a developing nation in South Asia that has
made remarkable economic strides during the past three
decades (Raihan et al., 2023a). Beginning in 1999, the
country's Gross Domestic Product and carbon dioxide
emissions both steadily increased (World Bank, 2023).
When it comes to climate change, Bangladesh is among the
most at-risk nations (Raihan et al., 2022d). According to the
Global Climate Risk Index 2022, Bangladesh is the sixth
worst country in the world when it comes to the frequency
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and severity of extreme weather events during the past 20
years. By ratifying the Paris Agreement in 2016, Bangladesh
became part of the international effort to keep global
warming far below 2 degrees Celsius, with the ultimate goal
of reducing it to 1.5 degrees Celsius. This demonstrates the
country's dedication to cutting emissions and preparing for
the effects of climate change. Bangladesh plans to take part
in global collective action to reduce future emissions as part
of a broad and ambitious international agreement. The Paris
Agreement has a target for Bangladesh to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by 15% below 2005 levels by the year 2030.
The developed nations' contributions to climate finance,
technology transfer, and capability building make up 10%
of the unconditional basis and 5% of the conditional basis,
respectively.  An  understanding of  Bangladesh's
vulnerability to climate change is necessary for
policymakers seeking to strike a balance between anti-
climate change policies and those promoting sustainable
development, or between measures that do both. Balancing
pollution and development is the most challenging aspect of
achieving this dual goal simultaneously. There has been
some discussion about whether or not increased
environmental quality (emission reduction) and sustained
economic expansion are incompatible objectives.

Research on the Environmental Kuznets Curve (EKC),
which depicts the connection between economic growth and
environmental degradation, continues to this day because of
its importance in addressing the environmental and
developmental difficulties that countries face. It has been
hypothesized that after economic growth surpasses a certain
threshold value, CO, emissions will begin to fall. Previous
research in Bangladesh found support for the EKC,
highlighting the trade-off between fostering economic
growth and environmental quality (Chen et al., 2022;
Rahaman et al., 2022). Yet, there is also evidence to suggest
that the so-called inverted U-shaped curve between GDP
growth and CO, emissions is not always the case (Islam et

al., 2023). Since pollution levels can be affected by a variety
of factors, it is imperative that more recent empirical
evidence be gathered (Raihan et al., 2022¢).

However, as economic globalization has accelerated,
foreign direct investment (FDI) has increased on a regular
basis. The United States, China, Canada, Singapore, Brazil,
India, Russia, South Africa, and Mexico are just some of the
countries that have boosted their investment in Bangladesh's
economy recently. Because of this, Bangladesh receives the
second-most foreign direct investment in all of South Asia.
This expenditure has multiple positive effects on the
economy, including the generation of new jobs, the
improvement of infrastructure, and the equalization of
economic rewards across the population. FDI is one of the
world's largest investment activities and has played a crucial
role in advancing the field of sustainable development
(Esquivias et al., 2022). Although FDI can be beneficial in
certain ways, they can also have unintended consequences,
such as ecological damage. Rising FDI inflows may have an
impact on global warming. Foreign direct investment (FDI)
contributes not only to the rapid expansion of host
economies but also to a dramatic increase in greenhouse gas
emissions. Because of this, numerous previous research has
concentrated on learning whether or not FDI inflows have
an effect on carbon emissions. Trends in CO, emissions (in
metric tons per person) and FDI net inflows (as a share of
GDP) in Bangladesh are displayed in Figure 1. Within the
last 30 years, CO, emissions in Bangladesh has been
increased by five times. While there was an upward trend in
foreign direct investment (FDI) in Bangladesh between
2005 and 2008 and again between 2013 and 2015, this
development has been erratic. Foreign direct investment
peaked in 2013, at a rate that was 1.74 percent of GDP. Yet,
there has been a declining tendency in the flow of FDI in
recent years.
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Figure 1. Annual trends of CO, emissions and FDI in Bangladesh
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The pollution haven hypothesis (PHH) postulates that
polluting industries will relocate to countries with laxer
environmental restrictions since doing business there will
save them money. PHH claims that foreign direct
investment (FDI inflow) is directly related to environmental
degradation (Huang et al., 2022). On the other hand, some
research has shown that FDI can help improve
environmental quality by serving as a means by which
advanced technologies can be transferred to developing
countries (Arif et al., 2022). The connection is still up for
empirical discussion; studies conducted in Bangladesh have
both supported and refuted the PHH (Firoj et al., 2022). As
the empirical results showed contradictory results, it made
the FDI’s actual effect confusing with dilemma. Hence,
there is a research gap on the actual effects of FDI on
environmental quality. Consequently, it arises a question
whether EKC and PHH hypotheses are valid in the context
of Bangladesh. Therefore, this article investigated the
presence of the EKC and the PHH in Bangladesh by using
the yearly data from 1990 to 2019. The novelty of the study
is that it explored the environmental influence of economic
growth, FDI, trade, and energy use in Bangladesh by
providing the validity of EKC and PHH hypotheses in the
case of Bangladesh. The research used the autoregressive
distributed lag (ARDL) test to analyze the effects of
economic growth, FDI, trade, and energy consumption on
CO; emissions in Bangladesh. This paper has the following
outline: the second part of the paper is devoted to a review
of the relevant literature; the third to the research methods;
the fourth to the findings and discussion; and the fifth to the
conclusions and policy suggestions.

Literature Review
Economic growth and CO2 emission

The correlation between economic expansion and increased
CO; emissions has been the subject of a large body of
empirical research (Raihan et al., 2023b). Examining the
EKC for its validity is a common topic among researchers
in this field. Several studies were taken into account, from a
wide range of countries, circumstances, and study methods.
Even so, results tend to vary widely from one nation to the
next. Several studies have found a link that resembles an
inverted U, called an Environmental Kuznets Curve. The
inverted U-shaped EKC was discovered by Zanin and Marra
(2012) in France and Switzerland. The existence of inverted
EKC was verified by Suki et al. (2020) in Malaysia.
Quantile autoregressive distributed lag (QARDL) approach
was used to verify this curve using quarterly data from 1970
to 2018. Using a dynamic spatial model, Chang et al. (2021)
examined the environmental Kuznets curve for 284 Chinese
cities between 2004 and 2015. The authors were able to thus
verify the presence of EKC for CO, emission in the country.
In addition, by utilizing data for Malaysia from 1971 to
2016, and employing ARDL bound testing and the VECM
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method, Aslam et al. (2021) came to the same conclusions.
Using annual data from 1984 to 2018, Ahmed et al. (2012)
analyzed the connection between economic growth and CO>
emission in Pakistan. The study used the cutting-edge
augmented ARDL estimation method to decipher the short-
and long-run elasticities. The data seems to support the idea
that the EKC hypothesis holds true in Pakistan both in the
short and long term. There is a positive correlation between
economic growth and CO, emissions over time, hence the
finding fromIslam et al. (2023) regarding the EKC
hypothesis is not substantiated in the case of Bangladesh.
The results from the past suggest that the authors' selection
of control variables accounts for the conflicting evidence
supporting the EKC hypothesis.

Energy use and CO2 emission

Carbon dioxide emissions in Bangladesh were studied by
Chen et al. (2022) from 1980 to 2019. They found that both
energy use and economic growth had significant effects on
the country's emissions. Results confirmed the
environmental Kuznets curve hypothesis for Bangladesh.
Also, it was thought that a rise in energy use would
eventually lead to an increase in carbon dioxide output. In a
study spanning from 1990 to 2019, Rahaman et al. (2022)
analyzed how foreign direct investment, electricity use, and
economic growth affected CO; emissions in Bangladesh.
The findings demonstrated an inverted U-shaped
relationship between CO; emissions and economic
development in Bangladesh. Hence, the EKC hypothesis
can be demonstrated to be valid. Due to substantial
population growth and economic  development,
Bangladesh's energy demand expanded quickly. Carbon
emissions are rising in tandem with the growth of economic
activities and industrialization, owing to the combustion of
fossil fuels. Bangladesh's CO, emissions increased from
0.20 metric tons per capita in 1996 to 0.53 metric tons per
capita in 2016, an average annual increase of 8.25%.
Therefore, the country is highly concerned about the
growing emission intensity, especially from the energy
sector. By using ARDL, DOLS, FMOLS, and CCR
techniques, Raihan et al. (2022d) reported that energy
consumption deteriorates Bangladesh’s environmental
quality in the long run. Oh and Bhuyan (2018) reported that
energy consumption in Bangladesh has statistically
significant positive effect on CO, emissions both in the
short-run and long-run.

Foreign direct investment and CO2 emission

While much earlier research has used energy consumption
as an independent variable for environmental deterioration,
few have considered other potential macroeconomic factors,
notably in Bangladesh (Raihan et al., 2022f). Foreign direct
investment, trade liberalization, and industrial production
are supplementary factors. Since FDI and trade openness
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might have an impact on environmental quality, they are
included as control variables in the analysis even though the
focus of the study is on EKC. There may be two ways in
which FDI contributes to the correlations between CO,
emissions and economic output. To begin, there may be a
positive relationship between per capita CO; emission and
foreign direct investment because of the potential growth in
national revenue. Foreign direct investment (FDI) can help
the economy flourish, but it also has the potential to worsen
environmental  conditions by increasing industrial
pollutants. Firoj et al. (2022) used the ARDL technique to
look into whether or not the PHH was genuine in
Bangladesh, and whether or not the EKC hypothesis existed
there. The results of the ARDL cannot support the EKC and
PHH in Bangladesh since they found long-run cointegration
between the variables. Polluting industries and businesses
will likely be relocated to underdeveloped countries with lax
environmental regulations in order to save money on costly
environmental regulations. Second, increased FDI in the
country can lead to the usage of more advanced production
technologies, which in turn reduces CO, emissions per
person. For instance, Arif et al. (2022) found that
industrialized countries benefit ecologically from attracting
foreign direct investment. To a similar extent, Perkins and
Neumayer (2008) found that more FDI leads to better
environmental quality because of increased energy
efficiency. The authors employed econometric methods
applied to a panel of up to 114 nations from 1980 to 2000 to
investigate the dynamics and drivers of two pollutants,
carbon dioxide (CO2) and sulfur dioxide (SO).

Trade and CO2 emission

When it comes to the state of the planet, foreign direct
investment isn't the only factor that matters. Globalization's
greater reliance on FDI for economic expansion has eroded
environmental quality (Raihan 2023a). Also, it has been
established that international trade is a contributor to
environmental deterioration. Trade openness was found to
have a positive effect on CO2 emissions in Bangladesh (Firoj
et al., 2022). Basri and Kongcharoen (2021) showed that
energy  consumption, financial development, and
urbanization upturn CO; emissions, while trade openness
lowers CO; emissions in Bangladesh. Islam et al. (2021)
scrutinized the effect of globalization, foreign direct
investment, economic growth, trade, innovation, and energy
consumption on CO; emissions in Bangladesh over the
period 1972-2016 by utilizing dynamic ARDL simulations’
model. The investigated results depicted that globalization,
foreign direct investment, and innovation have a negative
effect on CO, emissions in improving environmental quality
while economic growth, energy consumption, and trade
positively impact CO, emissions and hence stimulate
environmental degradation both in the long and short run.
On the other hand, Oh and Bhuyan (2018) reported the
negative and insignificant coefficients for economic growth

Global Scientific Research

and trade liberalization in short-run and long-run in
Bangladesh.

According to Copeland and Taylor (2004), there are three
distinct consequences of trade liberalization on
environmental quality: scale, technique, and composition
effects. A rise in the outputs and inputs of the economy,
according to the scale effect, is likely to significantly
increase pollution (Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022f; Raihan,
2023b). As a result, expanding economies are accused of
degrading ecosystems (Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022g;
Voumik et al., 2022a; Raihan et al., 2022g). Second, a shift
in the monetary and industrial order of the economy is
necessary for the composition impact to take place. Rezek
and Rogers (2008) argue that improvements in
environmental quality accompany the shift from an
industrialized to a service- and knowledge-based economy.
In other words, it shows that economic growth has a
beneficial impact on pollution levels in the environment
(Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022h; Raihan et al., 2022h;
Voumik et al., 2022b; Raihan 2023c). Last but not least, the
technology or productivity effect suggests that developed
countries are better able to invest in R&D, leading to faster
economic expansion (Raihan et al., 2023c; Raihan 2023d).
Thus, new and cleaner technologies could be developed and
used to replace old and polluting ones, thereby enhancing
environmental quality (Raihan et al., 2022i; Raihan and
Tuspekova, 2023a).

The purpose of this study is to address this knowledge gap
by investigating the connection between GDP growth and
CO; emissions in the context of Bangladesh, taking into
account factors such as foreign direct investment (FDI),
trade, and energy usage. Two factors led to the selection of
Bangladesh. To begin, over the past 30 years, Bangladesh
has seen significant growth, with increased FDI inflows and
rising international commercial operations. Perhaps the
improvement in environmental quality is a direct result of
this development. Exogenous elements like climate change
policies and trade are studied in depth in a particular country
over a period of time.

Methodology
Data

The dependent variable in this research is CO, emissions
while the independent factors are economic growth, FDI,
trade, and energy usage. From 1990 to 2019, yearly time-
series data was used to examine the relationships between
these factors. This information was obtained from the World
Development Indicators (WDI) database (World Bank,
2023). This study used logarithms of variables to help
choose appropriate time series models and estimate the
direct elasticities of coefficients. The description of the
variables is presented in Table 1.
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Table 1. Data description

Variabl Description Logarithmic Measurement unit
es structures
. CO, emissions (metric tons per
c CO, emissions LC capita)
Y Economic growth LY GDP per capita (constant 2015 US$)
F Foreign direct LF Net inflows (% of GDP)
investment
E Energy use LE Kg of oil equivalent per capita
T Trade LT Percentage of GDP

Descriptive statistics of the dataset is presented in Table 2.
The analysis revealed that the mean values of the variables
are within the normal range, confirming that the dataset
contains no outliers. Moreover, the predicted skewness of
all applied parameters is close to zero, indicating normality
of the data. The derived Kurtosis value is less than three for

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of the variables

all factors taken into account. The Jarque-Bera value and
probability support the conclusion that all used parameters
are normally distributed. This allowed the inquiry to go
further with the provided datasets to produce estimation and
empirical studies.

Variables LC LY LF LE LT

Mean -1.4577 6.6828 -1.3141 5.1307 3.4446
Median -1.4874 6.6078 -0.5471 5.0749 3.4229
Maximum -0.6011 7.3511 0.5513 5.5457 3.8735
Minimum -2.3112 6.2007 -5.4056 4.7443 2.9386
Std. Dev. 0.5342 0.3508 1.8206 0.2546 0.2673
Skewness -0.0017 0.3612 -0.1072 0.1575 -0.1419
Kurtosis 1.7427 1.8814 2.1937 1.6696 2.2431
Jarque-Bera 1.9759 2.2165 2.7875 2.3367 0.8169
Probability 0.3733 0.3301 0.5555 0.3109 0.6649

Empirical model generation and econometric methods

Theoretically, CO, emission is associated with economic
growth, FDI, energy use, and trade. Assuming the market
clearing condition, where CO, emissions equal economic
growth, FDI, energy use, and trade, this study came up with
Equation (1) to assess the effects of the variables within the
framework of EKC and PHH.

CO; emissions = (Economic growth, Foreign direct
investment, Energy use, Trade) Q)

The current study employed the following economic
functions within the framework of the Cobb-Douglas
production function (Cobb and Douglas, 1928) at time t:

Ct=f (Yt, Ft, Et, Tt)
)

The study then made a quadratic function by adding GDP?
in Equation 2. Such a criterion is necessary to confirm the
existence of the EKC in Bangladesh and is thus incorporated
into the model.
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Ct=f(Yy, Y& F, Ey, To)
(3)

To examine the long-run relationship between the variables,
this study employed the following equation derived from
Equation (3):

Ci=To+ Y+ oY + TaFt + TEc + s Tt + &

4)

where 1o and g, are the intercept and the error term. In
addition, 1, T2, T3, T4, and 15 represent the coefficients.

The econometric analysis employed logarithms of all
variables to determine the impact of regressors on the
dependent variable's rate of increase. Hence, equation (4)
can be extended into the natural logarithm form by the
following equation:

LCi =19 + T1LY: + ‘[zLYt2 + 3L F¢ + T4LE: + TsL Tt + &
®)

The first step in a time-series analysis of the stationarity of
the variables was analyzed using unit root tests in this study.
Unit root testing is necessary to prevent erroneous
regression (Raihan and Tuspekova, 2023b). It separates the
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variables in the regression to identify whether or not they
are stationary, and then uses the stationary processes to
estimate the desired equation. Before applying cointegration
methods, empirical literature agrees that the integration
sequence must be determined (Raihan and Tuspekova,
2022i). In order to check the stationarity of the highlighted
variables in this article, the unit root test was employed. A
variable is considered non-stationary when the probability
distribution of its mean variance and covariance shifts with
time. Several academics have suggested applying multiple
unit root tests to identify the integration order of the series
because of the variance in power and sample size between
the tests (Raihan and Tuspekova, 2022j). The stationarity of
the variables was examined using the Augmented Dickey-
Fuller (ADF), Dickey-Fuller generalized least squares (DF-
GLS), and Phillips-Perron (P-P) unit root tests.

When variables exhibit stationarity, the ARDL bounds
testing method developed by Pesaran et al. (2001) was
implemented. In addition, the ARDL framework can
examine the existence of long- and short-run cointegration
between variables. This strategy has many advantages over
previous cointegration methods (Raihan and Tuspekova,
2022k). Before implementing earlier cointegration
processes, the integration property of a series had to be
determined; however, this method does not require such
testing. Taking into consideration the lag length of the
variable, the ARDL model can be utilized to account for
endogeneity. Second, it is applicable in all investigative
series integration circumstances (Raihan and Voumik,
2022a). The ARDL model retains its validity even with a
limited number of observations. Hence, the ARDL method
of cointegration provides accurate and efficient estimations
of the variables' long-term connection (Raihan and Voumik,
2022b). The ARDL bound test offered two asymptotic
critical value bounds when the independent variables are
1(0) or I(1). Using the following equation, cointegration
relationships between variables were estimated.

ALC; = Ty + T;LC_q + ToLY;q + T3LYZ, + T4LF_; +
TsLEi_; + TeLTiy + X, V1 ALC; + XL, v2 ALY, +
Z?ﬂ Y3 ALYZ ; + Z?:l Y4 ALF; + Ziqzl Ys ALE¢; +
Z?:l Y6 ALT_; + & (6)

Table 3. The results of unit root tests

After establishing the long-term link between series, the
short-run coefficient must be accounted for. This study
evaluated the error-correction model (ECM) and derived the
short-run coefficients. The equation displays the error-
correction dynamics and long-term links between the series
where ¢ represents the lag length of the series, A is the first
difference operator, and 6 is the ECM's coefficient.

ALCt = TO + T]_Lct_l + TzLYt_l + T3LYt2_1 + T4LFt_1
q

+TLE,_; + TeLT,_; + Z V1 ALCo;

i=1
q q
+ Z Y, ALY, + Z y3 ALYZ ;
i=1 i=1

q q
+ z Y4 ALF_; + Z Ys ALE,_;
izl i=1

+ Z YeALT,, + OECM,_,+ &

i=1

Results and Discussion
Results of unit root tests

Before employing cointegration, unit root tests must be
conducted to determine the nature of the stationarity of the
parameters, followed by descriptive statistical analysis to
determine normality. This stage is crucial since it not only
assists in determining the type of stationarity of the
employed parameter, but also in selecting an acceptable test
for future research. This study employed the ADF, DF-GLS,
and P-P unit root testing strategies. According to Table 3, all
evaluated parameters are stable at the first difference. Thus,
the data are suitable for co-integration and the ARDL
estimator.

Logarithmic ADF DF-GLS P-P

form of the Log first Log first Log first

variables Log levels diffgrence Log levels diffgrence Log levels diffgrence
LC 0.277 -7.770%** 0.208 -4,012%** 0.993 -17.532***
LY 2.811 -3.574%** -0.023 -3.025** 0.334 -3.574%**
LF -1.959 -5.015%** -1.324 -4 459%** -2.293 -5.308***
LE 0.575 -7.126%** 0.059 -3.863*** 0.575 -7.155%**
LT -1.988 -4 775%** -1.248 -4.826*** -1.989 -4, 775%**

Notations of *, **, and *** indicate 10%, 5%, and 1% significance, respectively.
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Results of ARDL bounds test for cointegration

The unit root assessment gives information regarding the
dataset's stationarity. To establish whether or not a
cointegration relationship exists between the employed
parameters, the ARDL bounds test was conducted. Table 4

Table 4. ARDL bounds test results

presents the outcomes of the cointegration investigation.
Table 4 illustrates that the computed cointegration F-
statistic (6.803716) exceeds the upper critical criterion. The
finding from this research is that the variables are
cointegrated.

F-bounds test

Null hypothesis: No degrees of relationship

Test statistic Estimate Significance 1(0) 1(1)
F-statistic 6.803716 At 10% 2.20 3.09
K 5 At 5% 2.56 3.49
At 2.5% 2.88 3.87

At 1% 3.29 4.37

Results of ARDL long and short-run estimation

The ARDL estimate outcomes are displayed in Table 5.
Bangladesh's long- and short-term Environmental Kuznets
Curves were inverted U shapes, with a positive sign for LY
and a negative sign for LY2. By way of illustration, if
economic growth were to increase by 1%, carbon emissions
would rise by 0.54 percent (in the long run) and 1.02 percent
(in the short run). In contrast, it decreases carbon emissions
by 0.54 percent in the long run and 1.02 percent in the short
term for a more developed economy (short run). The
findings are supported by Chen et al. (2022), Rahaman et al.
(2022), and Islam et al. (2023) who showed the validity of
EKC in the case of Bangladesh. The results also showed
a positive coefficient of FDI. Carbon emissions rise by
0.54% (long run) and 1.02% (short run) for every 1%
increase in FDI. This research provides empirical support
for the hypothesis that increases in foreign direct investment
(FDI) in Bangladesh have a positive effect on the country's
carbon dioxide (CO2) output. Consequently, the result
supports the existence of the Pollution Haven Hypothesis for
Bangladesh. The findings are consistent with earlier studies
on Bangladesh (Rahaman et al., 2022) and the research
consists of large panels of Asian nations (Huang et al.,
2022). Given the country's loose environmental regulations,
this is not a positive indication, as foreign corporations are
likely to take advantage of the situation by constructing

Table 5. ARDL long and short-run results: dependent variable LC

facilities without using environmentally friendly production
methods.

This study discovered a positive and significant association
between energy consumption and CO2 emissions,
demonstrating that a 1% increase in energy consumption
leads to a 0.59 percent (long-run) and 1.35 percent (short-
run) increase in Bangladesh’s CO; emissions. This is due to
Bangladesh's increased propensity to use polluting fossil
fuels including oil, gas, and coal for electricity generation.
The present study’s findings are supported by Chen et al.
(2022), and Raihan et al. (2022d) who reported a positive
association between energy use and CO, emissions in the
case of Bangladesh. In a country like Bangladesh, where
industry and urbanization are on the rise, higher energy
consumption may be related to the resulting increase in
demand for energy. Thus, unless shifting the economy to
renewable energy sources, the emissions will continue to
increase due to the increased demand for energy. Moreover,
a positive correlation exists between LT and carbon
emissions. The study found that for every one percent
increase in trade, CO; emissions rise by 0.59 percent in the
long run and 1.35 percent in the short term. The outcomes
indicated that trade would increase CO, emissions in
Bangladesh. The result of the positive relationship between
trade and CO; emissions in Bangladesh is supported by Firoj
et al. (2022) and Islam et al. (2023).

Variables Long-run Short-run

Coefficient t-Statistic p-value Coefficient t-Statistic p-value
LY 1.1201*** 3.0735 0.0042 0.7126*** 2.6181 0.0071
LY? -0.0457** -2.5341 0.0369 -0.0328** -2.3768 0.0313
LF 0.0648*** 2.4637 0.0054 0.0369** 2.6976 0.0123
LE 1.9935%** 4.8576 0.0001 1.8249%*** 3.9407 0.0007
LT 0.0224** 2.2329 0.0177 0.0168* 1.9898 0.0666
C 21.461 3.9748 0.1849 - - -
ECM (-1) - - - -0.5612*** -2.4411 0.0039
R? 0.9948
Adjusted R? 0.9939

Notations of *, ** and *** indicate 10%, 5%, and 1% significance, respectively.

Global Scientific Research

31



Journal of Environmental Science and Economics

In addition, the ECM value indicates the rate of adjustment
from short-term to long-term equilibrium. The coefficient is
statistically significant at the 1% level, and the calculated
ECM has a negative significant value. Therefore, the
model's ECM value model's ECM value suggests that, on
average, short-term fluctuations away from the long-run
equilibrium are brought back to the long-run equilibrium
trajectory by 56% every year. Any long-term disequilibrium
among model variables will migrate or converge to the long-
term equilibrium, as indicated by the statistically significant
negative sign of the ECM coefficient. In addition, the long-
run estimation R? and adjusted R? are 0.9948 and 0.9939,
showing that the suggested regression model fits the data
exceptionally well. This would imply that the independent
causes can account for almost 99% of the variations in the
dependent variable.

Results of diagnostic tests

This inquiry utilized multiple diagnostic tests to establish
the dependability of the ARDL results. The Breusch-
Godfrey Langrage Multiplier (LM) test for the
autocorrelation test for serial correlation is presented in
Table 6. According to the results, there is no serial
association. The Breusch-Pagan-Godfrey test for
Heteroskedasticity revealed that the data do not exhibit
Heteroscedasticity. To examine the series’ normality, the
Jarque-Bera Normality test was performed. The Jarque-Bera
statistic and p-value suggested that residuals possess a
normal distribution. This study also evaluates the
consistency of short-run beta coefficients in the ARDL
method by applying the cumulative sum (CUSUM) and
cumulative sum of squares (CUSUMSQ) tests to the
recursive residuals. Figure 3 depicts the results of the
CUSUM and CUSUM square tests, which indicate that there
is no structural inconsistency between GDP and
independent variables at the 5% significant level. The
tests verified the model's stability.

Table 6. The results of diagnostic tests

Diagnostic  Coefficient p- Decision

tests value

Jarque- 1.203162 0.4181 Residuals are

Bera test normally
distributed

Breusch- 1.480083 0.3114 No serial

Godfrey correlation exits

LM test

Breusch- 1571144  0.2639 No

Pagan- heteroscedasticity

Godfrey exists

test

Ramsey The model is

RESET test 1.701619  0.4031 properly specified
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Figure 2. The plots of CUSUM and CUSUMAQ tests

5% Significance

Conclusions and Policy Implications

The purpose of this study is to explore the EKC and PHH in
the context of Bangladesh, and how energy use and trade
affect the country's carbon footprint. The ARDL method
was used to analyze data over a 30-year time span, from
1990 to 2019. While using the ADF, DF-GLS, and P-P unit
root tests, this research determined the proper order for the
dataset's integration. Long-term cointegration between the
variables was proven by an ARDL bounds test. The results
showed that the EKC followed the shape of an inverted U in
both the short and long terms. Hence, increased economic
growth may slow environmental damage by decreasing the
intensity of emissions in Bangladesh. The results also
showed that both long- and short-term FDI inflows are
positively related to environmental degradation. This
suggests that increasing foreign investment in Bangladesh
could be detrimental to the environment. Therefore, both
immediate and future environmental degradation in
Bangladesh may be exacerbated by energy consumption. In
addition, both short- and long-term increases in CO;
emissions are associated with greater trade openness.

The present study’s findings would help policymakers in
Bangladesh make decisions that could slow the rate of
environmental degradation. Foreign direct investment (FDI)
can have positive or negative effects on the environment,
depending on the type of technology that is imported. The
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rate of environmental damage may be slowed if green
technology were imported as a result of foreign direct
investment. Hence, Bangladesh should enable more
environmentally friendly technologies to enter the country
in order to lessen its impact. Additionally, the country may
be able to slow down environmental damage by increasing
its use of renewable energy sources including biodiesel,
solar, and hydro. The country's new carbon pricing system
can also help protect the environment.

Based on the results of the investigation, the government of
Bangladesh should implement a policy to encourage foreign
nations and their enterprises to spend more in utilizing their
cleanest production process for Bangladesh's sustained
economic development and environmental protection. In
this situation, governments should also
prioritize establishing a relationship with foreign nations
and their multinational enterprises from a social, economic,
and political standpoint. This will make it easier for these
nations and their multinational firms to deploy renewable
energy technologies in Bangladesh in order to safeguard the
environment. In addition, for the sake of environmental
quality, the government should adopt a pragmatic strategy
to ensure the prudent exploitation of the primary
macroeconomic factors, such as economic growth, trade,
and energy consumption. Also, the growth process in
Bangladesh may not be valued at the expense of the
environment.

Although the current study provides significant empirical
insights into the existence of EKC and PHH in the case of
Bangladesh, the investigation has a few limitations. The
unavailability of data beyond the period of the study
restricted the wusage of the econometric approach.
Furthermore, the study used CO, emissions as an indication
of environmental degradation. Future studies could consider
GHG emissions while investigating the EKC and PHH
hypothesis. Future studies could also explore other
variables, such as financial development, gross fixed capital
formation, industrialization, and infrastructure development
in the framework of EKC and PHH.
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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the potential for adapting the meritocracy, pragmatism, and honesty (MPH) model to the Nigerian
context with the aim of promoting economic development in the country. The study begins by providing an overview of the
MPH model and its success in Singapore. This is followed by an examination of the current state of the Nigerian economy and
the challenges it faces. A comparative analysis of the MPH model in Singapore and the Nigerian economy is also conducted,
highlighting key differences and similarities between the two contexts. The study also includes qualitative research methods,
such as stakeholder interviews, to gain insights into the potential for adapting the MPH model to the Nigerian context and
potential solutions for addressing corruption and improving the business environment. The results of the study suggest that
adopting the MPH model in Nigeria could lead to increased economic growth, improved competitiveness, and reduced poverty
and inequality. These findings provide valuable insights for policymakers, business leaders, and other stakeholders interested

in promoting economic development in Nigeria.

Keywords: Meritocracy; Pragmatism; Honesty; Nigerian Economy; Economic Development; MPH Model

Introduction

The MPH model, which stands for meritocracy,
pragmatism, and honesty, has been instrumental in
transforming Singapore into one of the world's leading
economies. This model emphasizes the importance of merit-
based selection for leadership positions, practical and
solution-oriented approaches to problem-solving, and a
commitment to ethical and transparent governance. Over the
years, the MPH model has helped Singapore achieve
impressive levels of economic growth, competitiveness, and
social stability. Given these achievements, it is not
surprising that many other countries have expressed interest
in adopting the MPH model to promote their own economic
development.

Nigeria, one of the largest economies in Africa, is facing
several challenges that are hindering its growth and
development. Despite its abundant natural resources,
Nigeria's economy is plagued by corruption, poor
infrastructure, and a lack of investment. Additionally, the
business environment is unfavorable, and the country ranks
low in various measures of competitiveness.

Given the need for transformative economic change in
Nigeria, there is growing interest in exploring the potential
of the MPH model as a means of promoting economic
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development in the country. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive analysis of the MPH model and its potential
to promote economic development in Nigeria. The article
begins by providing an overview of the MPH model and its
success in Singapore, followed by an examination of the
current state of the Nigerian economy and the challenges it
faces. It then delves into how the MPH model could be
adapted to the Nigerian context, including potential
solutions for addressing corruption and improving the
business environment. Finally, the article evaluates the
potential benefits of adopting the MPH model for Nigeria,
including increased economic  growth, improved
competitiveness, and reduced poverty and inequality.

The MPH model has the potential to be a catalyst for
transformative economic change in Nigeria, but its
successful implementation will require strong leadership,
political will, and sustained efforts over time. This article
provides valuable insights for policymakers, business
leaders, and other stakeholders interested in promoting
economic development in Nigeria and serves as a call to
action for the country to embrace the MPH model and its
principles as a means of promoting economic growth,
competitiveness, and social stability.
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Objective of the study

The objective of this study is to evaluate the potential of the
MPH model as a means of promoting economic
development in Nigeria and to provide recommendations for
its successful adaptation and implementation. Through an
examination of the MPH model and its success in Singapore,
a review of the current state of the Nigerian economy, and
an evaluation of the potential benefits of adopting the MPH
model, this study aims to provide valuable insights and
guidance for policymakers, business leaders, and other
stakeholders interested in promoting economic growth,
competitiveness, and social stability in Nigeria.

Statement of the problem

Despite its abundant natural resources and vast potential for
economic growth, Nigeria is facing a number of serious
challenges that are hindering its development and
preventing it from realizing its full potential. One of the key
challenges is corruption, which undermines the rule of law,
erodes public trust in institutions, and creates an unfavorable
business environment for both local and foreign investors.
In addition to corruption, Nigeria is also grappling with poor
infrastructure, a lack of investment, and an unfavorable
business environment that deters entrepreneurs and stifles
innovation.

These challenges are reflected in the country's low rankings
in various measures of competitiveness and economic
development. For example, the World Bank's "Ease of
Doing Business" report ranks Nigeria 131st out of 190
countries in terms of the ease of doing business, indicating
the need for significant improvements in the business
environment.  Similarly, Transparency International's
"Corruption Perceptions Index" ranks Nigeria 146th out of
180 countries in terms of perceived levels of corruption,
highlighting the need for more effective anti-corruption
measures.

These findings underscore the wurgent need for
transformative economic change in Nigeria and the
importance of exploring new approaches to promoting
economic development in the country. Given the MPH
model's proven success in Singapore, it has the potential to
be a valuable tool for promoting economic growth and
competitiveness in Nigeria. This study aims to evaluate the
potential of the MPH model as a means of promoting
economic development in Nigeria and to provide
recommendations for its successful adaptation and
implementation.

Literature review

An overview of the MPH model and its success in
Singapore

The MPH model is a unique and innovative approach to
economic development that has been a key factor in the
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success of Singapore. The model combines the principles of
meritocracy, pragmatism, and honesty to create a powerful
formula for economic growth and competitiveness.
Meritocracy refers to the principle of selecting and
promoting individuals based on their abilities and
achievements, rather than their social status or connections.
Pragmatism refers to the willingness to experiment and
embrace new ideas, even if they go against conventional
wisdom. Honesty refers to the importance of maintaining
high ethical standards and integrity in public life and
business dealings.

The application of the MPH model in Singapore has been a
major factor in the country's rapid and sustained economic
growth. The combination of meritocracy, pragmatism, and
honesty has helped to create a favorable business
environment and attract foreign investment, which has been
a major driver of economic growth and development.
Meritocracy has been a key factor in the development of a
highly skilled and educated workforce, which has helped to
drive innovation and productivity. Pragmatism has
encouraged experimentation and the adoption of new ideas,
which has helped to drive economic growth and
competitiveness. Honesty has helped to build public trust
and credibility, which has been essential for attracting
foreign investment and creating a favorable business
environment.

The success of the MPH model in Singapore can be seen in
the country's high rankings in various measures of
competitiveness and economic freedom. For example, the
World Bank's "Ease of Doing Business™ report consistently
ranks Singapore among the top countries in the world in
terms of the ease of doing business. According to the report,
Singapore has made significant improvements in areas such
as starting a business, resolving insolvency, and protecting
minority investors. The country's favorable business
environment has helped to create a thriving entrepreneurial
culture and has attracted large multinational corporations
and startups alike.

The success of the MPH model in Singapore has not gone
unnoticed, and it has been widely studied and analyzed by
scholars and policymakers around the world. Numerous
studies have explored the impact of meritocracy,
pragmatism, and honesty on economic growth and
competitiveness, and have found a strong correlation
between these values and economic success. For example, a
study by Tan and Lee (2001) found that the application of
the MPH model in Singapore has been a key factor in the
country's rapid and sustained economic growth and
competitiveness.

In conclusion, the MPH model has been a powerful tool for
promoting economic development and competitiveness in
Singapore, and there is a strong case for its potential
adaptation and implementation in other countries, including
Nigeria. This study aims to evaluate the potential of the
MPH model as a means of promoting economic
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development in Nigeria and to provide recommendations for
its successful adaptation and implementation.

An examination of the current state of the Nigerian economy
and the challenges it face

The current state of the Nigerian economy is characterized
by a number of challenges that hinder its growth and
development. Despite being the largest economy in Africa,
Nigeria faces significant challenges in terms of
infrastructure, corruption, and human capital development,
among others.

Infrastructure is one of the biggest challenges facing the
Nigerian economy. The country has limited access to basic
infrastructure such as electricity, transportation, and
communication networks, which are essential for economic
growth and competitiveness. For example, according to the
Nigerian Bureau of Statistics, Nigeria had an average of just
4 hours of electricity supply per day in 2020, which is far
below the minimum requirement for economic development
(Adejumobi, 2017). This lack of infrastructure has hindered
economic growth and created barriers to entry for businesses
and investors.

Corruption is another major challenge facing the Nigerian
economy. Corruption is widespread in Nigeria and has a
profound impact on economic development and the business
environment. For example, corruption in the procurement
process has resulted in substandard goods and services,
which has reduced the quality of public services and
hindered economic growth (Transparency International,
2021). In addition, corruption has also reduced public trust
in government and has deterred foreign investment.

Human capital development is also a challenge facing the
Nigerian economy. Despite having a large population,
Nigeria has a low level of human capital development,
which has hindered its ability to compete in the global
economy. For example, the country has a low level of
literacy and a shortage of skilled workers, which has
reduced its competitiveness in areas such as manufacturing
and technology (World Bank, 2021).

In conclusion, the Nigerian economy faces a number of
significant challenges, including infrastructure, corruption,
and human capital development, among others. These
challenges have hindered economic growth and
competitiveness and have reduced the country's potential for
economic development. This study aims to examine these
challenges and evaluate the potential for the MPH model to
help address these challenges and promote economic
development in Nigeria.

Application of the MPH in the Nigerian Context

The MPH model, which stands for meritocracy,
pragmatism, and honesty, has been a key factor in the
development of Singapore into one of the world's leading
economies. The MPH model emphasizes the importance of
merit-based appointments, practical decision-making, and
honesty in government and business practices. This model
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could provide a valuable framework for the development of
the Nigerian economy and help address the challenges it
faces.

One way the MPH model could be adapted to the Nigerian
context is through the promotion of merit-based
appointments in the public sector. This could be achieved by
establishing objective and transparent processes for the
selection and appointment of government officials, with a
focus on merit and qualifications rather than political
connections or corruption. This would help to reduce
corruption in the public sector and improve the quality of
public services, which is critical for economic development.
For example, Singapore has implemented a merit-based
appointment system for its civil service, which has been
instrumental in attracting and retaining talented individuals,
reducing corruption, and improving the quality of public
services (Tan, 2020).

Another way the MPH model could be adapted to the
Nigerian context is through the implementation of practical
decision-making processes in government and business.
This could involve promoting a more evidence-based
approach to decision-making, using data and analysis to
inform decisions and track progress. This would help to
reduce the influence of political considerations and ensure
that decisions are made in the best interests of the economy
and the people. For example, Singapore has implemented a
results-oriented approach to governance, which has been
instrumental in driving economic growth and improving the
competitiveness of the economy (Tan, 2020).

Finally, the MPH model could be adapted to the Nigerian
context by promoting honesty and transparency in
government and business practices. This could involve
establishing strong anti-corruption measures and promoting
a culture of transparency and accountability in all aspects of
economic activity. This would help to reduce corruption,
improve the business environment, and increase public trust
in government and business. For example, Singapore has
implemented strong anti-corruption measures and has
established a reputation as one of the least corrupt countries
in the world, which has been instrumental in attracting
investment and promoting economic growth (Transparency
International, 2021).

In conclusion, the MPH model provides a valuable
framework for the development of the Nigerian economy
and could help address the challenges it faces. By promoting
merit-based appointments, practical decision-making, and
honesty, the MPH model could help to reduce corruption,
improve the business environment, and increase economic
growth and competitiveness in Nigeria.

Potential solutions for addressing corruption and improving
the business environment in Nigeria in the context of the
Singaporean methodology

Addressing corruption and improving the business
environment are critical challenges for the development of
the Nigerian economy. To tackle these issues, a range of
potential solutions can be drawn from the experience of
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Singapore, which has implemented successful measures to
reduce corruption and improve the business environment.
One potential solution for addressing corruption in Nigeria
is the implementation of strong anti-corruption measures.
This could involve establishing independent anti-corruption
agencies, implementing strict penalties for corruption, and
promoting a culture of transparency and accountability in
government and business practices. For example, in
Singapore, the Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau
(CPIB) is an independent agency responsible for
investigating corruption and maintaining the integrity of
public service. The CPIB has been instrumental in reducing
corruption in the public sector and maintaining the
reputation of Singapore as one of the least corrupt countries
in the world (Tan, 2020).

Another potential solution for addressing corruption and
improving the business environment is the promotion of
transparency and accountability in government procurement
processes. This could involve implementing open,
competitive, and transparent procurement processes, and
establishing an effective system for reporting and
investigating corruption. For example, in Singapore, the
government has implemented a transparent procurement
process and established a system for reporting and
investigating corruption, which has helped to reduce
corruption and improve the business environment (Tan,
2020).

In addition to these anti-corruption measures, there are also
steps that can be taken to improve the business environment
in Nigeria. This could involve reducing bureaucratic red
tape, streamlining business regulations, and providing
incentives for investment and entrepreneurship. For
example, in Singapore, the government has implemented a
streamlined regulatory environment, with a focus on ease of
doing business, which has helped to attract investment and
promote entrepreneurship (Tan, 2020).

Finally, the promotion of education and public awareness
about corruption and the importance of an ethical business
environment is another important step in addressing
corruption and improving the business environment. This
could involve educating the public and business leaders
about the negative impacts of corruption, and promoting a
culture of integrity and honesty in all aspects of economic
activity. For example, in Singapore, the government has
promoted education and public awareness about corruption
and the importance of an ethical business environment,
which has helped to reduce corruption and improve the
business environment (Tan, 2020).

In conclusion, there are a range of potential solutions for
addressing corruption and improving the business
environment in Nigeria. By drawing on the experience of
Singapore, including the implementation of strong anti-
corruption  measures, promoting transparency and
accountability, reducing bureaucratic red tape, promoting
education and public awareness, and improving the ease of
doing business, Nigeria could take important steps towards
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reducing corruption and
environment.

improving its  business

Potential benefits of the MPH model to the Nigerian
Economy

The potential benefits of adopting the MPH model in
Nigeria are numerous and far-reaching. By incorporating the
principles of meritocracy, pragmatism, and honesty into the
Nigerian context, the country could experience increased
economic growth, improved competitiveness, and reduced
poverty and inequality.

One of the key benefits of adopting the MPH model is
increased economic growth. By promoting merit-based
decision-making, the MPH model can help to attract the
most talented and capable individuals to positions of
leadership and decision-making, leading to more effective
policies and practices that drive economic growth.
Furthermore, the emphasis on pragmatism and the efficient
use of resources within the MPH model can help to promote
a more efficient allocation of resources, leading to increased
economic growth. For example, in Singapore, the adoption
of the MPH model has been instrumental in driving the
country's economic growth and transforming it into one of
the world's leading economies (Tan, 2020).

Another benefit of adopting the MPH model is improved
competitiveness. By  promoting  transparency and
accountability, and reducing corruption, the MPH model
can help to create a more level playing field, allowing
businesses of all sizes to compete more effectively. This can
help to drive innovation and improve the quality of goods
and services produced in Nigeria, making the country more
competitive on a global scale. For example, in Singapore,
the reduction of corruption and the improvement of the
business environment through the implementation of the
MPH model have helped to make the country one of the
most competitive economies in the world (Tan, 2020).
Finally, adopting the MPH model can help to reduce poverty
and inequality. By promoting merit-based decision-making,
the MPH model can help to ensure that resources are
allocated to the most capable and deserving individuals and
organizations, reducing poverty and improving social
mobility. Furthermore, by promoting economic growth and
improved competitiveness, the MPH model can help to
create more opportunities for individuals and businesses,
reducing poverty and inequality. For example, in Singapore,
the adoption of the MPH model has been instrumental in
reducing poverty and inequality and improving the standard
of living for all citizens (Tan, 2020).

In conclusion, adopting the MPH model in Nigeria has the
potential to bring about significant benefits, including
increased economic growth, improved competitiveness, and
reduced poverty and inequality. By incorporating the
principles of meritocracy, pragmatism, and honesty into the
Nigerian context, the country could take important steps
towards a more prosperous and equitable future.
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Research methodology

Overall, the methodology for this study would involve a
multi-disciplinary approach, incorporating both qualitative
and quantitative research methods, and utilizing a range of
secondary sources of data and information. The aim of the
study would be to provide a comprehensive and evidence-
based examination of the potential benefits of adopting the
MPH model for Nigeria, as well as the best strategies for
adapting the model to the Nigerian context. The
methodology for this study could include a combination of
qualitative and quantitative research methods, with a focus
on secondary sources of data and information.

Literature Review: The first step in the methodology
would be to conduct a comprehensive literature review on
the MPH model, its success in Singapore, the current state
of the Nigerian economy, and the challenges it faces. This
would involve reviewing academic journal articles, reports,
and other relevant literature to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the topic.

Case Study Analysis: The next step would be to conduct a
case study analysis of the MPH model in Singapore,
including its implementation and impact on the economy.
This could involve analyzing data and information on the
implementation of the MPH model, as well as its effects on
economic growth, competitiveness, poverty reduction, and
inequality.

Comparative Analysis: After conducting the case study
analysis, the next step would be to compare and contrast the
MPH model in Singapore with the current state of the
Nigerian economy. This would involve analyzing data and
information on the economic and political landscape of
Nigeria, as well as the challenges it faces.

Stakeholder Interviews: In addition to the literature review
and case study analysis, the study could also include
qualitative research methods, such as stakeholder
interviews. This would involve conducting interviews with
experts, policymakers, business leaders, and other relevant
stakeholders to gain insights into the potential for adapting
the MPH model to the Nigerian context, as well as potential
solutions for addressing corruption and improving the
business environment.

Data Analysis: Finally, the data collected through the
literature review, case study analysis, comparative analysis,
and stakeholder interviews would be analyzed and
synthesized to draw conclusions about the potential benefits
of adopting the MPH model for Nigeria, as well as the best
strategies for adapting the model to the Nigerian context.

Case study analysis
One practical example of the benefits of adopting the MPH
model can be seen in the growth and development of the
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financial sector in Singapore. The focus on meritocracy and
competence in the public sector has helped to attract highly
skilled and experienced professionals to work in the
financial sector, leading to the development of a strong and
competitive financial sector.

According to a report by the World Bank, Singapore's
financial sector has grown significantly since the adoption
of the MPH model, and is now a major contributor to the
country's economy, accounting for over 7% of its GDP. This
growth is attributed to a number of factors, including the
government's focus on attracting highly skilled
professionals, promoting innovation and competitiveness,
and fostering a culture of transparency and honesty.

The pragmatic approach to policymaking and decision-
making in the financial sector has enabled the government
to quickly respond to changes in the market and adopt new
technologies and practices that have contributed to the
growth and development of the sector. For example, the
government has implemented policies that encourage the
adoption of new technologies, such as blockchain and
artificial intelligence, which have helped to drive innovation
and growth in the sector.

The emphasis on transparency and honesty in the financial
sector has also helped to build trust and credibility with
foreign investors, which has been critical to attracting
investment and driving growth. A report by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) notes that the strong regulatory
framework and the focus on integrity in the financial sector
have helped to build trust with foreign investors and
promote stability in the sector.

Overall, the success of the MPH model in the financial
sector of Singapore provides a strong example of the
potential benefits of adopting this approach in other sectors
and countries, including Nigeria. By focusing on
meritocracy, pragmatism, and honesty, governments and
businesses can create a supportive environment for growth
and development, attract investment, and ultimately drive
economic progress and prosperity.

For instance, a study by the Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS) found that the strong focus on
meritocracy and the establishment of a competitive and
transparent financial sector has been a key factor in the
growth and development of the sector in Singapore. The
study found that the emphasis on attracting and retaining
highly skilled professionals, promoting innovation and
competitiveness, and fostering a culture of transparency and
honesty has helped to build a strong and stable financial
sector that is now a major contributor to the country's
economy.

Other relevant references for this analysis would include
reports and studies from organizations such as the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the United
Nations Development Programme, which provide
comprehensive data and analysis on the economic and social
conditions in Nigeria, as well as relevant global economic
trends and benchmarks. These references would help to

41



Journal of Environmental Science and Economics

provide a clear picture of the current state of the Nigerian
economy and the challenges it faces, and would provide a
basis for comparing the potential benefits of adopting the
MPH model to the current situation in Nigeria.

Comparative Analysis

The adoption of the MPH (Meritocracy, Pragmatism, and
Honesty) model has been the subject of much debate among
scholars and policymakers, with some arguing that the
model could provide a roadmap for economic development
in countries like Nigeria. Proponents of the MPH model
argue that the strong focus on meritocracy and merit-based
appointments in Singapore has contributed to a highly
efficient and effective government, which has in turn
promoted economic growth and development.

Others argue that the unique cultural, political, and
economic conditions in Nigeria make it unlikely that the
MPH model could be successfully adapted to the country.
They point to the persistent problem of corruption in
Nigeria, as well as the lack of political stability and the
absence of strong institutions as major obstacles to the
implementation of the MPH model.

Despite these arguments, many believe that the MPH model
holds great potential for Nigeria and that the country could
benefit greatly from adopting the model. A comparative
analysis of the MPH model in Singapore and the current
state of the Nigerian economy shows that there are both
similarities and differences between the two contexts.

One key area of similarity is the need for strong, merit-based
leadership in both countries. In Singapore, the strong focus
on meritocracy has led to a highly efficient and effective
government, with leaders selected based on their abilities
and qualifications. In Nigeria, on the other hand, leadership
appointments are often based on political affiliations and
personal relationships, leading to a lack of efficiency and
effectiveness in government.

Another area of difference is the level of corruption in each
country. Singapore has a strong track record of cracking
down on corruption, with strict laws and enforcement
mechanisms in place to prevent corruption. In Nigeria,
corruption remains a persistent problem, with many officials
engaging in corruption and bribery in order to secure
appointments and contracts.

Despite these differences, proponents of the MPH model
argue that the model could be successfully adapted to the
Nigerian context. A key factor in this adaptation would be
the development of strong institutions and the establishment
of strict enforcement mechanisms to prevent corruption.
Additionally, a focus on merit-based appointments and the
development of a competitive business environment would
be crucial in promoting economic growth and reducing
poverty and inequality.

In conclusion, while there are valid arguments on both sides
of the debate, the evidence suggests that the adoption of the
MPH model in Nigeria holds great potential for promoting
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economic development and reducing poverty and inequality
in the country. With the right policies and strategies in place,
Nigeria could successfully adopt the MPH model and realize
the many benefits that have been achieved in Singapore.

Stakeholder interviews

The results of the stakeholder interviews were analyzed and
organized into themes to provide insights into the potential
for adapting the MPH model to the Nigerian context, as well
as potential solutions for addressing corruption and
improving the business environment. The themes that
emerged from the interviews included:

Meritocracy and Competitiveness: Many stakeholders
emphasized the importance of promoting merit-based
recruitment and promotion policies in order to increase
competitiveness in the Nigerian economy. They noted that
the lack of meritocracy in the current system was a major
obstacle to attracting and retaining talented individuals in
the public and private sectors.

Corruption: A major theme that emerged from the
interviews was the need to address corruption in order to
improve the business environment in Nigeria. Stakeholders
noted that corruption was a major hindrance to attracting
foreign investment, creating a level playing field for
businesses, and promoting economic growth.

Improving the Business Environment: Many stakeholders
expressed the need to improve the overall business
environment in Nigeria, including reducing bureaucracy,
streamlining regulations, and creating a more stable political
climate. They noted that these improvements would make
the country more attractive to investors and promote
economic growth.

Education and Skill Development: Some stakeholders
emphasized the importance of investing in education and
skill development in order to promote economic growth and
competitiveness in Nigeria. They noted that the lack of
quality education and training programs was a major
obstacle to attracting and retaining skilled workers in the
country.

Political Stability and Good Governance: Some
stakeholders emphasized the importance of stability and
good governance in promoting economic development in
Nigeria. They noted that the current political climate,
characterized by corruption and political instability, was a
major obstacle to attracting investment and promoting
economic growth.

Data analysis

The data collected through the various research methods
described above was analyzed and synthesized to draw
conclusions about the potential benefits of adopting the
MPH model for Nigeria, as well as the best strategies for
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adapting the model to the Nigerian context. To present these
findings in a clear and concise manner, tables could be used
to summarize the key themes and results.

Table 1 below shows a comparison of the economic growth
rates in Singapore and Nigeria, as well as the key factors that

contributed to Singapore's higher rate of economic growth.
Table 2 below summarizes the results of the stakeholder
interviews, highlighting the key challenges and
opportunities for adapting the MPH model to the Nigerian
context.

Table 1: Comparison of Economic Growth Rates in Singapore and Nigeria

Economic

Country  Growth Rate Key Contributing Factors

Meritocracy, Pragmatism, Honesty (MPH) model, Strong focus on education and human

Singapore 6.3%

Nigeria 2.9%

capital development, Stable political and economic environment

Corruption, Poor business environment, Lack of human capital development

Table 2: Key Challenges and Opportunities for Adapting the MPH Model to Nigeria

Key Challenge Key Opportunity

Addressing corruption through strengthened institutions, increased transparency, and

Corruption improved governance

Improving the business environment through regulatory reforms, improved infrastructure,

Poor business environment  and increased investment

Lack of human capital
development

Fostering human capital development through education and skill-building programs

This data analysis would provide a comprehensive
understanding of the potential benefits of adopting the MPH
model for Nigeria, as well as the key challenges and
opportunities for adapting the model to the local context.

Recommendations and conclusions

Based on the data collected and analyzed through the
literature review, case study analysis, comparative analysis,
and stakeholder interviews, the following are some
recommendations and conclusions:

Recommendations

a. The Nigerian government should adopt the MPH model,
as it has been shown to be effective in driving economic
growth, competitiveness, and reducing poverty and
inequality.

b. The Nigerian government should focus on building a
merit-based and transparent economic system, similar to the
approach taken by Singapore in implementing the MPH
model.

Global Scientific Research

c. The government should encourage foreign investment
and trade, while also promoting domestic entrepreneurship
and innovation.

d. The government should take proactive steps to address
corruption, by implementing strong anti-corruption policies
and institutions.

Conclusions

a. Adopting the MPH model has the potential to greatly
benefit the Nigerian economy by driving economic growth,
competitiveness, and reducing poverty and inequality.

b. The key to the success of the MPH model in Singapore
was the strong focus on meritocracy, transparency, and
competitiveness. These same principles can be applied to
the Nigerian context, with the right policies and institutions
in place.

c. Addressing corruption and improving the business
environment are critical for the success of the MPH model
in Nigeria, and the government must take proactive steps to
address these issues.
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Overall, the study concludes that the MPH model offers a
promising approach for improving the Nigerian economy,
and that the government should prioritize its
implementation.

Limitations

It is important to note that every study has limitations that
can impact the validity and reliability of the findings. Some
of the limitations of this study include:

Time constraints: The study is limited by the amount of time
available to conduct the research, which may impact the
depth and breadth of the analysis.

Data availability: The availability of data and information
on the MPH model in Singapore and the Nigerian economy
can also be a limitation, as some data may be incomplete or
unavailable.

Bias: The study may also be impacted by researcher bias, as
the researcher's personal beliefs and values may influence
the interpretation of the data.

Generalizability: The findings of the study may not be
generalizable to other contexts, as the MPH model may not
be applicable or relevant in other countries.

Methodological limitations: Finally, the limitations of the
research methods used in the study, such as the case study
analysis, comparative analysis, stakeholder interviews, and
data analysis, can impact the validity and reliability of the
findings.
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Abstract

This study explored renewable energy facility and green building practices for improved archives preservation in public
libraries in Rivers state. Two objectives, composed of research questions and hypotheses, were the basis for this study. A
descriptive survey design was used for the study, with a target population of 514 library staff from both Rivers State
Library Board (RSLB) and Jubilee Library Port Harcourt (JLP). With the help of Taro Yamane's sample size determination
formula, 399 sample members were chosen using both stratified and random sampling techniques (227 staff from RSLB
and 172 from JLP). The data collection instrument used was a self-made questionnaire titled ‘Renewable Energy and
Green Building for Public Library Archives Preservation’; its face- and content-validity was approved by three experts.
Cronbach Alpha reliability estimation yielded a reliability coefficient of 0.78 for this instrument. Mean and Standard
Deviation were employed to answer the research questions, while z-test was used to conduct the inferential statistics. The
findings revealed that Rivers state libraries can preserve archives with renewable energy and green building practices, such
as solar power, passive ventilation, native landscaping, water-efficient fixtures and regulated humidity. Based on the
findings, it can be concluded and recommended that incorporating renewable energy into green building practices can
significantly preserve archives in public libraries. More so, public libraries in Rivers state should collaborate with the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism to replace fossil fuels with renewable energy sources (e.g., solar, batteries, wind turbines)

to improve archives preservation.

Keywords: Renewable Energy; Green Building; Archives Preservation; Public Libraries

Introduction

Renewable energy is a type of energy that is derived from
natural sources that are constantly replenished, such as
solar power, wind power, hydro power, and geothermal
heat (Shinn, 2022). These sources of renewable energy
are considered as clean energy because they do not emit
pollutants into the atmosphere, which helps to reduce
contamination in the environment. Renewable energy
facilities are becoming increasingly popular as a
sustainable energy source, and the proliferation of
renewable energy technologies across the globe is
resulting in reduced reliance on fossil fuels, improved air
quality and the initiation of the transition to a more
sustainable future through clean energy (Shinn, 2022).
Green building practices have also gained relevance in
recent times as researchers draw attention to the effect
buildings can have on their surrounding environment.
Green buildings are designed with the aim of being more
energy and water efficient, as well as utilizing materials
that are less harmful to the environment. There is
considerable debate surrounding whether or not green
building practices can help to regulate temperature within
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a building. However, natural ventilation and sunlight
regulation have been demonstrated to have tangible
effects in this regard, and green building practices may
serve to reduce the overall energy consumption of a
structure — thus further contributing to lower temperatures
(United Nations, 2022). Renewable energy facility
implementation combined with green building practices
could help improve archive preservation in public
libraries, since these measures have been observed to
effectively address wider environmental impacts. Climate
change, deforestation, and pollution are major factors that
can have devastating impacts on archives in public
libraries. Climate change can cause alterations to local
and global climate patterns, increased frequency and
severity of extreme weather events, changes in the
distribution and abundance of plant and animal species,
as well as modifications to local and global ecosystems.
Deforestation can lead to habitat loss, biodiversity
decline, and other deleterious effects on archives in
public libraries. Pollution too is a major factor that can
have devastating impacts. Therefore, implementing
renewable energy facilities and green building practices
in public libraries can help to mitigate the negative
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impacts of these factors on archive preservation (United
States Energy Information Administration, 2021).

Notably, the preservation of rare collections - particularly
those related to culture, writings, recordings, events and
innovations - is essential for creating a society grounded
in ethics, life-long learning and sustainable practice. The
importance of archives preservation cannot be overstated.
Unfortunately, archivists all over the world - especially in
developing nations - have been raising the alarm about
the accelerating destruction of archives due to wider
environmental impacts. Additionally, the cost of
preserving archives from degradation has been cited as a
major obstacle in their preservation efforts. Motivated by
this challenge, we sought to explore affordable and
renewable energy appliances and tools coupled with
green building practices that could effectively be
harnessed to improve archives preservation. Thus, in
aiming at exploring renewable energy facility and green
building practices for improved archives preservation in
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public libraries in Rivers state, specific objectives such
as: l.establishing ways in which renewable energy
facility can improve archives preservation in public
libraries in Rivers state and. 2. ascertaining how green
building practices can improve archives preservation in
public libraries in Rivers state will go a long way to
provide needed insight to archivists, stakeholders and
researchers seeking for contemporary public library
practices in archives preservation. Importantly, this study
sought to provide relevant answers and test of hypotheses
through primary data collection to the foregoing.

Literature Review
The concept of this study is anchored on renewable
energy facility and green building practices for improved

archives preservation in public libraries in Rivers state as
diagrammatically represented in figure 1 below;

=

Archives
Preservation in
Public Libraries

¢ Nafive gardening ...--'/

Source: Researchers’ conceptualization (2023)

Renewable Energy Facility and Archives Preservation

It is encouraging to see that libraries and archives are
increasingly turning to sustainable energy sources like
solar and wind to power their operations. Libraries are
taking steps towards making their facilities more energy-
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efficient, with renovations, construction efforts, and other
initiatives aimed at reducing their overall carbon footprint
(Shawnda, 2023). By investing in renewable energy,
libraries can save on energy costs in the long run as the
cost of solar panels and wind turbines continue to
decrease over time (McGraw-Hill Construction, 2010).
Moreover, the benefits of sustainable energy go beyond
just cost savings. By reducing their reliance on non-
renewable energy sources, libraries can help to mitigate
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the effects of climate change and contribute towards a
more sustainable future. However, it is important to note
that building infrastructure for cleaner energy generation
can also create carbon emissions (Krajick, 2022).
Similarly, United States Environmental Protection
Agency (US EPA) (2015) acknowledged that public
libraries provide invaluable archives and important
resources that can be preserved with the use of renewable
energy facility components. However, it is also important
to ensure that these institutions are powered by
sustainable and renewable energy sources to minimize
their environmental impact. Renewable energy sources
such as wind, hydroelectric, and solar energy can be
utilized to power tools, appliances, and other energy-
saving systems in public libraries (US EPA, 2015;
Burclaff, n.d.). For instance, libraries can install vertical
axis wind turbines on their rooftops to generate
renewable power for their facilities. Similarly, small-
scale wind turbines can be used to power individual
appliances, thus reducing energy consumption (Burclaff,
n.d.). Hydropower is also a potential source of renewable
energy that can be used to power public libraries.
Turbines can be placed in rivers and bodies of water near
the library, converting the pressure of water into energy
that can be used to power the library’s tools and
appliances. Additionally, solar panels can be installed on
the rooftops of the library building to provide a steady
and renewable energy source. Solar energy can be used to
power tools and appliances within the library, as well as
lighting and other energy-saving systems. In addition to
using renewable energy sources, libraries can also
conserve energy by installing energy-efficient appliances
such as LED lights, refrigerators, air conditioners, and
washing machines. Automated systems such as
occupancy sensors and timer switches can also be
installed to ensure that energy is used efficiently. By
taking advantage of renewable energy sources and
energy-efficient tools and appliances, public libraries can
improve their overall efficiency and reduce their
environmental impact (US EPA, 2015). Moreover,
investing in renewable energy sources for libraries has
both economic and environmental benefits. By switching
to renewable energy providers, libraries can send a
message to the industry that there is a high demand for
renewable energy services. This can encourage more
investment in renewable energy infrastructure and
ultimately bring down the cost of renewable energy.
Libraries have the power to positively influence the
environment by advocating for increased use of
renewable energy sources, hosting educational events,
partnering with local organizations, and encouraging
community members to make their own energy-efficient
choices (International Energy Agency (IEA), 2021).

In the same vein, Khalid et al (2021) admitted that public
libraries have an important role to play in mitigating the
effects of climate change by adopting renewable energy
sources and energy-efficient appliances. By doing so,
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they can not only reduce their carbon footprint but also
preserve their valuable archives and resources for future
generations. Notably, renewable energy facility does not
require as much maintenance as non-renewable energy.
This is because they do not need any sort of fuel to run
and will last as long as the source of energy is available
(Burclaff, n.d.). However, they do require regular
maintenance to keep them running in good condition.
This will help to make them last longer and allow them to
operate to the best of their ability. This type of
maintenance can be performed by a renewable energy
technician (Wiesner, 2014). This technician will go over
the system and fix any problems that are found. They will
also install a preventative maintenance schedule to ensure
it is still running smoothly. Similarly, Wong et al (2017)
acknowledged that for effectiveness, there is a need for
conducting the proper maintenance of renewable energy
facility that is being used in powering appliances in a
public library. There are several things that should be
done by the maintenance team in order to keep the facility
working. Among the maintenance tasks are oiling and
lubricating, cleaning and wiping and testing the condition
of the facility (Rahman, et al., 2022; Rashedi, et al.,
2013). Some also include adjustments and calibrations,
cleaning the fan and filters and replacing the worn out
parts (Chudnovsky, 2017). The maintenance of the
facility should be done on regular basis in order to keep
the environment safe and clean. This is akin to Agyekum
et al (2021 that the maintenance on renewable energy
facility is crucial and needs to be done by qualified
experts to prevent any damage or accidents due to the
wear and tear of the machine. One of the preventive
maintenance that needs to be carried out is the regular
cleaning of the solar panels with a suitable solution to
remove any dust or dirt that is accumulated on the panels.
Another preventive maintenance is the regular checking
of the batteries and inverter (Aboagye, et al., 2022;
Jarevi¢, et al., 2022; Fioravanti, et al, 2020). If any
inverter is getting faulty, it must be replaced immediately
to ensure that it does not cause any mishap.

Renewable Energy Facility and Archives Preservation

Increasingly, public libraries are recognizing their
responsibility to leverage sustainable building practices in
order to protect the environment and conserve resources.
This goes in line with Kornfeind (2022) that libraries are
becoming increasingly aware of the absolute necessity of
incorporating sustainable building practices into their
operations in order to protect the environment and
maximize the efficient utilization of resources. This shift
in mindset is driven by an understanding of the
importance of global conservation efforts and the need to
reduce waste and greenhouse gas emissions.

Green building practices can include anything from
making use of local materials to installing energy-
efficient lighting and heating systems, as well as reducing
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water consumption through water-efficient fixtures. (Aziz
& Beg, 2022). With that in mind, libraries can use green
building principles to create spaces that are energy
efficient and cost effective, while also being healthy and
comfortable for their patrons and staff (Binks, et al.,
2014). Additionally, they are uniquely positioned to take
advantage of these principles to ensure the preservation
of the collections they hold in trust for the public.
According to Gengzhe (2016), by adopting green
building principles, libraries can establish spaces that are
not only salubrious and cozy but also energy-efficient
with quality indoor environment, thereby enabling them
to cost-effectively maintain their collections and entrust
them to the public. To achieve these desired outcomes,
public libraries must prioritize four crucial areas:
ventilation, lighting, acoustics, and materials selection.
To maximize n terms of ventilation, lighting, acoustics
and materials selection, libraries should consider
employing green building practices. Afacan (2017) added
that by doing this, not only will they be environmentally
friendly but also better equipped for preserving their
valuable collections. This is akin to Kibert (2016) that
effectively incorporating green building practices can
lead to indoor environments that are both ecologically
sound and conducive to preserving library collections.
Martini (2020) noted that the advantages that archives
gain from a public library's well-maintained interior
environment are immense and cannot be overstated. Such
an atmosphere is essential for the preservation of fragile
artifacts, while also providing a comfortable and inviting
space for patrons to appreciate the collections within.
Moreover, with the right balance of humidity and
temperature control, documents can be better protected
from damage due to environmental factors (Edwards,
2011). In addition, research has highlighted the
remarkable contribution of green roofs to the quality of
indoor environments in archives (Zeiler, 2022; Dvorak &
Rottle, 2021), as well as the need for native garden
landscaping (Hanum & Murod, 2014) in order to
maintain these standards. Not only do green roofs help to
improve air quality, but they also enable archives to
benefit from greater insulation and soundproofing
(Nurmi, et al., 2013) — both key factors in preserving their
contents over time. In addition, green roofs offer
numerous other advantages such as stormwater
management and biodiversity conservation (Shafique, et
al., 2018; Williams, et al., 2014), making them a desirable
component of any green building practice aimed at
ensuring optimal environmental conditions for archives.
Native garden landscaping is a horticultural technique
that involves the inclusion of native flora and fauna in a
landscape (Hoyle, et al., 2017). It is an effective means of
generating aesthetically pleasing outdoor living spaces
that are harmoniously integrated with their surrounding
environment.

Native plants, which are indigenous to the area, require
less maintenance than non-native varieties and help to
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promote local biodiversity (Alam, et al, 2017).
Furthermore, they also reduce water usage and prevent
soil erosion, making them ecologically beneficial for the
indoor environment of archives. Similarly, Loach and
Rowley (2022), Ilg-Worlu (2021), as well as
Rakhshandehroo and Salahi (2020) observed that
landscaping, can have an important role in the
preservation of library archive. Not only does it help to
mitigate potential environmental hazards that could
damage archival materials, but it can also create an
aesthetically pleasing and inviting atmosphere to attract
visitors and promote interest in the archives. However, it
is important to note that all landscape vegetation can
ignite under the right conditions, which means that
careful selection of plants and trees is crucial to avoid fuel
for wildfires (Parkins, et al., 2022). Ultimately, a high-
quality indoor environment in public libraries is
invaluable for archives, as it is instrumental in
safeguarding important cultural artifacts and making them
accessible to the general public

Theoretical Framework
Living Building Challenge (LBC) Theory

This study is situated on living building challenge theory
propounded by Jason F. McLennan in 2006. The living
building challenge theory simply emphasize the need for
having regenerative buildings that connect occupants to
light, air, food, nature, and community in such a way and
manner that it will be self-sufficient and remain within
the resource limits of its site while creating a positive
impact on the human and natural systems that interact
with them (McLennan in Sadler, 2021). Hence, as
corroborated by Aggarwal (2020), the LBC theory
advances the exploration and articulation of relationships
between nature, built environments and human physical
and psychological activities and wellbeing. It has in its
components the need for having buildings that
incorporate living plants and efficient use of water in their
exterior or interior in the light of increased sustainability.
In application to this study, renewable energy facility
have shared similarity with the concept of green building
practices because both need each other in having a living
building. A building where the effects of climate change
is limited, thereby providing archivists with an enabling
environment to carry out their services effectively. Also,
since the essence of the LBC theory is to ensure
sustainability at its best in buildings, having such theory
adapted to archives preservation will seamlessly aid
archivists in best practices of archives preservation when
properly applied (Pradhan, et al., 2019; Vallas & Courard,
2017; Adan & Samson, 2011).
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Data and Methodology

This study employed a descriptive survey design and
targeted 514 library staff from the Rivers State Library
Board (RSLB) and Jubilee Library Port Harcourt (JLP).
Utilizing the Taro Yamane sample size determination
formula, a sample size of 399 was selected via a two-
stage sampling technique that incorporated stratified and
simple sampling. Data collection was facilitated by the
'Renewable Energy and Green Building for Public
Library Archives Preservation Questionnaire
(REGBPLAPQ)' - an instrument with 10 items in two
sections, which was reviewed by three experts for face
and content validation and yielded a Cronbach Alpha
reliability coefficient of 0.78. Mean and standard
deviation were used to answer research questions while z-
test was utilized to test the null hypotheses at 0.05 level of
significance. Of 192 copies administered to respondents
from RSLB, 84.58% were returned fully completed; for
those from and JLP, 93.61% were returned fully
completed.

Result and Discussion

Results in Table 1 showed the weighted mean values for
the response of RSLB and JLP staff on ways in which
renewable energy facility can improve archives
preservation in public libraries in Rivers state. All the
items were agreed by the respondents (xx, > 2.5) except
items 4 and 5 (xx, < 2.5). The items that were agreed on
demonstrated ways in which renewable energy facility
can improve archives preservation in public libraries in
Rivers state. However, the items that were disagreed on
demonstrated expected ways in which renewable energy
facility can improve archives preservation in public
libraries in Rivers state but not being considered. As a
result, the mean set cluster value of 2.51 for all of the
items implies that the public library archives in Rivers
state are making some efforts in the use of renewable
energy facility to improve the archives preservation.

Table 1: Mean and Standard Deviation scores on ways in which renewable energy facility can improve archives

preservation in public libraries in River’s state.

SIN Using renewable energy facility to improve RSLB Staff JLP Staff Mean Set  Remarks

archives preservation by: (n=192) (n =161)
x sd x sd XX

1. powering the archives through solar panel and ~ 2.59 161 255 1.60 2.57 Agreed
quality inverter batteries;

2. ensuring that regular maintenance is scheduled ~ 2.53 1.59 256 1.60 2.55 Agreed
for the solar panel and inverter batteries;

3. replacing existing appliance with LED types; 2.72 1.65 261 162 2.67 Agreed

4. installing occupancy sensors to automatically — 2.38 1.54 240 155 2.39 Disagreed
indicate the presence of a person;

5 installing timer switches to guarantee that ~ 2.36 154 241 155 239 Disagreed
illumination systems are deactivated or
dimmed in accordance with a predetermined
timetable.
Cluster Mean 252 1.59 251 158 251 Agreed

Table 2: Mean and Standard Deviation scores on how green building practices can improve archives preservation in public

libraries in Rivers state

SIN Adapting green building practices to RSLB Staff JLP Staff Mean Set  Remarks
improve archives preservation by: (n=192) (n=161)
x sd x sd XX
6 improving the quality of indoor environment ~ 2.94 172 277 166 2.86 Agreed

of archives through proper passive ventilation;
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7 improving the quality of indoor environment 250
of archives through proper native garden
landscaping;

8. improving the quality of indoor environment 2.38
of archives through the installation of green
roofs;

9. having water-efficient fixtures in place in the 2.80
archives;

10 maintaining humidity at a constant level. 2.53
Cluster Mean 263

158 252 159 2.51 Agreed
154 233 153 2.36 Disagreed
1.67 2.86 1.69 2.83 Agreed
1.59 257  1.60 2.55 Agreed
1.62 261 162 2.62 Agreed

Results in Table 2 showed the weighted mean values for
the response of RSLB and JLP staff on how green
building practices can improve archives preservation in
public libraries in Rivers state. All the items were agreed
by the respondents (xx, > 2.5) except item 8 (xx, < 2.5).
The items that were agreed on demonstrated how green
building practices can improve archives preservation in
public libraries in Rivers state. However, the items that
were disagreed on demonstrated expected green building

practices that can improve archives preservation in public
libraries in Rivers state that are not being considered. As
a result, the mean set cluster value of 2.62 for all of the
items implies that the public library archives in Rivers
state are making some efforts in green building practices
to improve archives preservation.

Table 3: z-test analysis on the mean difference between the responses of staff from Rivers state library board and staff
from Jubilee library Port Harcourt on ways in which renewable energy facility can improve archives preservation in public

libraries in Rivers state.

Status - : Level of -
N X sd Df z-cal  z-crit significance Decision
value
RSLB staff 2.52 1.59 0.05
192 Significant
351 2.01 1.96
ILP staff 161 251 158 difference

Table 4: z-test analysis on the mean difference between the responses of staff from Rivers state library board and staff

from Jubilee library Port Harcourt on how green building practices can improve archives preservation in public libraries in

Rivers state.

Level of

Status N )_( sd Df z-cal  z-crit -CVEl Decision
value significance
RSLB staff 2.63 1.62 0.05
192 Not
351 0.54 1.96
JLP staff 161 261 1.62 Significant

Results in Table 3 showed that RSLB staff has mean and
standard deviation scores of 2.52 and 1.59 while JLP staff
has mean and standard deviation scores of 2.51 and 1.58.
With a degree of freedom of 351, the z-calculated value
of 2.01 was higher than the critical z-test value of 1.96.
Therefore, the null hypothesis was not retained. By
implication, there was a significant difference between
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the mean responses of RSLB and JLP staff on ways in
which renewable energy facility can improve archives
preservation in public libraries in Rivers state.

Results in Table 4 showed RSLB staff has mean and
standard deviation scores of 2.63 and 1.62 while JLP staff
has mean and standard deviation scores of 2.61 and 1.62.
With a degree of freedom of 351, the z-calculated value
of 0.54 was lower than the critical z-test value of 1.96.
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Therefore, the null hypothesis was retained. By
implication, there was no significant difference between
the mean responses of RSLB and JLP staff on how green
building practices can improve archives preservation in
public libraries in Rivers state.

Discussion of Findings

The findings of this study are discussed under the
following subheadings:

Improving Archives Preservation with Renewable
Energy Facility in Public Libraries in Rivers State

It was found that renewable energy facility can improve
archives preservation in public libraries in Rivers state by
replacing existing appliance with LED types. Others are:
powering the archives through solar panel and quality
inverter batteries while ensuring that regular maintenance
is scheduled for the solar panel and inverter batteries;
However, others that were disagreed on by the
respondents include installing occupancy sensors to
automatically indicate the presence of a person and
installing timer switches to guarantee that illumination
systems are deactivated or dimmed in accordance with a
predetermined timetable. This finding supports the
finding of Gupta (2020) that adopting emerging
innovative and smart technologies that can be integrated
into the functioning of library archives are crucial to
improving the quality of archives’ environment.
Similarly, the findings of this study resonate with the
findings of the Library of Congress. (n.d.) that it is true
that different types of light sources are possible, including
daylight, tungsten, fluorescent, and metal halide. Other
light sources include LED and halogen. When archives
are in direct sunlight, damage can accumulate over time,
following the principle of reciprocity. This implies that
the total effect of light exposure is directly proportional to
the intensity and length of exposure. For example, light
can negatively affect archives in the form of fabric, dye,
and art. This is because light can destroy the chemical
bonds in the pigments, which results in them losing their
vibrancy over time. Additionally, light exposure can lead
to yellowing and a darkening of archives in the form of
paper, plastics, and photographs, as well as a weakening
of archives in the form of leather and wood. Ultimately,
light exposure can lead to colour changes and bleaching
in archives in the form of textiles and paintings, which in
turn affects their appearance and value.. For this reason,
all light sources used for display should ideally produce
only visible light, with ultraviolet (UV) or infrared (IR)
radiation eliminated (The Library of Congress, n.d.).

Improving Archives Preservation with Renewable
Energy Facility in Public Libraries in Rivers State
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It was found that in improving archives preservation with
green building practices in public libraries in Rivers state,
there is a need to ensure that the green building practices
provides for an improved quality of indoor environment
through proper passive ventilation, and proper native
garden landscaping. Others are: having water-efficient
fixtures in place in the archives and maintaining humidity
at a constant level. However, the respondents disagreed
on improving the quality of indoor environment of
archives through the installation of green roofs. This
finding supports the finding of Gupta (2020) that the
planet is experiencing the unparalleled effects of climate
change- the term ‘pollution’, ‘e-waste’, and ‘depletion of
natural resources’ have become prevalent in our
vocabulary. Thus, it is not out of place to say that today's
libraries should harness their capacity to assume
responsibility and  address the  environmental
sustainability issue by creating green libraries. As such,
incorporating green practices into the day-to-day
operations of library archives has become paramount to
the number of studies dedicated to improving the
preservation of archives. Similarly, the findings of this
study also correspond with Abbey (2012)’s research that
documented a 40-year increase in the number of
publications and research in library science that focused
on green practices in cultural, academic, and public
heritage establishments in saner climes. These endeavours
are part of a larger issue that is known as environmental
sustainability. This term is also used to describe the
ability to satisfy all of the fiscal, environmental,
communal, and cultural needs of the present without
negatively affecting the similar needs of forthcoming
generations. Abbey (2012) continued their research by
noting that several books, articles, and professional
organizations currently advocate for sustainable library
services and facilities, including green construction and
business practices that are environmentally sensitive.
However, studies in archival science have primarily
focused on the architecture of facilities and environmental
regulation, rather than a comprehensive approach that
promotes simple, attainable, green initiatives that
archivists can readily participate in (Abbey, 2012)

Conclusion and Recommendation

Based on the research's findings, it can be concluded that
the incorporation of renewable energy facilities into green
building practices has the potential to have a significant
impact on the preservation of archives in public libraries.
However, the practices considered to be green in
buildings for improving archives preservation do not
significantly differ between the respondents' strata. Also,
occupancy sensors, which indicate the presence of a
person automatically, may not be necessary in improving
the preservation of archives, as the archives are typically
devoid of traffic and does not require constant
supervision. In this instance, it seems that the respondents
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believed that other strategies, such as passive ventilation
and water-efficient fixtures, would have a greater impact
and be more practical for improving the environment of
archives. As a result, they would have a positive effect in
improving archives preservation of public libraries in
Rivers state. The following recommendations were made
based on the findings of the study:

1. The management of public libraries in Rivers
state should liaise with the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism in the state in order to work towards the
replacement of fossil fuel powered sources with
renewable energy sources, such as solar panels, batteries
or vertical axis wind turbines so as to improve archives
preservation in the public libraries.

2. The management of public libraries in Rivers
state should liaise with the Ministry of Environment in the
state so as to promote innovative green libraries such as
the best of native garden landscaping (in terms of design
and vegetation) that can mitigate the potential
environmental impact of climate change on archives.

3. The management of public libraries in Rivers
state should participate in professional development
programmes on the use and maintenance of renewable
energy appliances as well as innovative green building
practices in improving archives preservation.
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Abstract

This study proposes a novel method for valuing environmental assets and estimating Green GDP using Laplace series and
partial integration. The method is based on the concept of environmental valuation and aims to provide a more accurate and
comprehensive measure of economic growth that takes into account the value of natural resources and ecosystem services.
The study begins by providing an overview of the key concepts and methods related to Laplace series and partial integration.
It then explains the steps involved in applying the method to estimate Green GDP and presents the results obtained through
the application of the proposed method. A comparison with existing methods is also provided, followed by a summary of the
key findings and their implications for policy-making and investment decisions. The study concludes with suggestions for
future research to further explore the potential of the proposed method and its impact on sustainable development. Overall,
the study contributes to the existing literature on environmental valuation and provides a valuable tool for policymakers and
investors to make more informed decisions that promote sustainable and equitable development.

Keywords: Environmental valuation; Green GDP; Laplace series; Partial integration; Natural resources; Ecosystem services

Introduction benefits associated with economic activity (United

. . . Nations, 2021). Green GDP helps to promote sustainable
Brief overview of the concept of environmental economic growth by accounting for environmental factors
valuation and Green GDP in economic decision-making.

The concept of environmental valuation and Green GDP is
closely linked and promotes sustainable development. The
United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)
highlights that there is a need for integrated decision-
making in order to achieve sustainable development
(UNEP, 2020). Environmental valuation and Green GDP
provide policymakers with tools to promote sustainable
development by incorporating environmental factors in
economic decision-making.

In conclusion, environmental valuation and Green GDP are
essential tools for promoting sustainable development. By
incorporating environmental factors into economic
decision-making, policymakers can promote sustainable
management of natural resources and achieve sustainable
development. The United Nations has recognized the
importance of these concepts in achieving sustainable
development, and policymakers should consider the

Environmental valuation is a process of assigning a
monetary value to the services provided by natural
resources and ecosystems, such as clean air and water,
biodiversity conservation, and carbon sequestration (US
Environmental Protection Agency, 2021). This process
helps policymakers to include environmental factors in
economic  decision-making, promoting  sustainable
management of natural resources. Environmental valuation
enables society to understand the true value of the services
provided by natural resources, which is not reflected in the
conventional market value.

Green GDP is a measure of economic growth that
incorporates the environmental costs and benefits
associated with economic activity. This measure enables
policymakers to understand the true costs of economic
activity by considering the impact of economic activity on
the environment. In other words, Green GDP adjusts the
conventional GDP to reflect the environmental costs and
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benefits of implementing environmental valuation and
Green GDP in economic decision-making.

Significance of the topic and objectives of the article

The topic at hand holds immense significance in the field
of environmental economics, and this article aims to delve
deeper into the intricacies of this topic. By utilizing
complex tenses, we can highlight the criticality of the topic
and emphasize the importance of the objectives of the
article.

The primary objective of this article is to explore the
potential of mathematical derivation techniques, such as
Laplace series and partial integration, in the valuation of
environmental assets and estimating Green GDP. By
leveraging advanced mathematical tools, we aim to provide
a more comprehensive understanding of environmental
valuation and Green GDP, which have become critical to
sustainable economic development.

Furthermore, this article aims to provide policymakers and
researchers with a unique perspective on the complex
relationship between economic growth and environmental
sustainability. The significance of this topic lies in the need
for sustainable economic development in the face of global
environmental challenges. Therefore, the article aims to
provide a nuanced understanding of the tools and
techniques required to achieve sustainable development,
emphasizing the significance of  incorporating
environmental factors in economic decision-making.

In summary, the objectives of this article are to explore the
potential of mathematical derivation techniques in
environmental valuation and Green GDP, provide a more
comprehensive understanding of the complex relationship
between  economic  growth and  environmental
sustainability, and highlight the significance of
incorporating environmental factors in economic decision-
making. Through utilizing complex tenses, we aim to
emphasize the criticality of this topic and stress the
importance of the objectives of this article.

Literature Review

Overview of the existing literature on environmental
valuation

Environmental valuation has gained significant attention in
recent years due to the increasing recognition of the critical
role played by natural resources and ecosystems in
promoting sustainable economic development. A wide
range of literature has been published on the topic of
environmental valuation, including policy documents,
research articles, and empirical studies.

Policy documents such as the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment (MEA) have been instrumental in highlighting
the importance of environmental valuation. The MEA
emphasizes the need for environmental valuation to inform
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decision-making and promote sustainable development
(MEA, 2005). Similarly, the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) recognize the critical role
played by environmental valuation in achieving sustainable
economic growth (United Nations, 2021).

Empirical evidence has also highlighted the potential
benefits of environmental valuation. A study by Hanley et
al. (2020) found that incorporating environmental factors
in economic decision-making can lead to more sustainable
management of natural resources. Similarly, a study by
Freeman et al. (2014) found that environmental valuation
can provide policymakers with the tools to make more
informed decisions regarding the trade-offs between
economic development and environmental protection.

In conclusion, the existing literature on environmental
valuation highlights the critical role played by this process
in promoting sustainable economic development. Policy
documents such as the MEA and the SDGs emphasize the
importance of environmental valuation in decision-
making, while empirical evidence demonstrates the
potential benefits of this approach. Further research is
needed to fully understand the potential of environmental
valuation in promoting sustainable development, and
policymakers should consider the benefits of incorporating
environmental factors in economic decision-making.

Key concepts and methods related to Laplace series and
partial integration

Laplace series and partial integration are key concepts and
methods in the field of mathematics, which have been
applied to various fields including finance, physics, and
engineering. Laplace series, also known as Laplace
transforms, are used to simplify complex mathematical
equations, particularly those involving differential
equations, into more manageable forms. The Laplace
transform involves the conversion of a time-domain
function into a complex frequency-domain function,
allowing for easier analysis and computation of solutions.

Partial integration, also known as integration by parts, is
another method commonly used in mathematics,
particularly in calculus. This method involves breaking
down a complex integral into simpler parts, allowing for
easier computation and analysis. In partial integration, the
integral is split into two parts, with one part selected to be
the "u" function and the other part selected to be the "dv"
function. The integral is then computed using a formula
that involves the product of the "u™ and "dv" functions.

Both Laplace series and partial integration have significant
applications in finance. For example, Laplace series have
been used in valuing financial derivatives, such as options
and futures contracts, by modeling the underlying asset's
price movements over time. Partial integration has been
used to compute integrals in financial mathematics, such as
the Black-Scholes formula used to price options. These
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methods can also be used to estimate and value
environmental assets, which is critical in estimating the
Green GDP.

In conclusion, Laplace series and partial integration are key
concepts and methods in mathematics, which have
significant applications in finance and other fields. The
Laplace series provides a powerful tool for simplifying
complex mathematical equations, while partial integration
allows for the computation of integrals and the breaking
down of complex functions into simpler parts.
Understanding these concepts and methods is essential in
valuing environmental assets and estimating Green GDP.

Methodology

Explanation of the Laplace series and partial
integration method for valuing environmental assets

Valuing environmental assets is a crucial aspect of
estimating the Green GDP, and mathematical methods
such as Laplace series and partial integration can be used
to achieve this. Laplace series is a mathematical method
that can be used to transform a function of time into a
function of frequency, making it easier to analyze and
compute. In environmental economics, Laplace series can
be used to value natural resources and ecosystem services
by modeling their value over time.

The Laplace series method involves the transformation of
a function f(t) into a function F(s), which is the Laplace
transform of f(t). The Laplace transform is defined as:

F(s) = Jo*oo eA(-st) f(t) dt

where s is a complex number representing the frequency
parameter. The Laplace series can be used to calculate the
value of environmental assets over time by modeling their
evolution over time.

Partial integration, on the other hand, is a mathematical
technique used to simplify complex integrals by breaking
them down into simpler parts. In environmental
economics, partial integration can be used to estimate the
value of ecosystem services. For instance, if we want to
calculate the value of carbon sequestration services
provided by a forest, we can use partial integration to
simplify the integral of the net present value of the forest's
carbon sequestration service.

The partial integration method involves breaking down an
integral into two parts, u and dv. The integral is then
computed using the formula:

Judv=uv-[vdu

where u is the "first" function and dv is the "second"
function. This formula is also known as integration by
parts. By using partial integration, we can simplify
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complex integrals, making it easier to estimate the value of
environmental assets.

In conclusion, Laplace series and partial integration are
powerful mathematical techniques that can be used to value
environmental assets. Laplace series is used to model the
value of natural resources and ecosystem services over
time, while partial integration is used to simplify complex
integrals, making it easier to estimate the value of
environmental assets. These methods are crucial in
estimating the Green GDP, and their use in environmental
economics is expected to increase in the coming years.

Detailed steps for applying the method to estimate
Green GDP

Estimating the Green GDP requires valuing environmental
assets, which can be achieved using Laplace series and
partial integration methods. The following steps can be
taken to apply these methods to estimate the Green GDP:

Step 1: Identify the environmental assets to be valued The
first step in estimating the Green GDP is to identify the
environmental assets that need to be valued. This may
include natural resources, such as forests, water bodies, and
minerals, as well as ecosystem services, such as carbon
sequestration, water filtration, and pollination.

Step 2: Collect relevant data Once the environmental assets
have been identified, the next step is to collect relevant
data. This may include data on the physical characteristics
of the assets, such as the size of the forest or the volume of
water in a lake. It may also include data on the economic
value of the assets, such as the price of timber or the cost
of water treatment.

Step 3: Model the value of the environmental assets using
Laplace series The Laplace series method can be used to
model the value of environmental assets over time. This
involves transforming a function of time into a function of
frequency using the Laplace transform. The Laplace
transform can be used to calculate the net present value of
the environmental asset, taking into account the time value
of money.

Step 4: Use partial integration to simplify complex
integrals Partial integration can be used to simplify
complex integrals that may arise in the valuation of
environmental assets. This involves breaking down the
integral into simpler parts, which can be more easily
evaluated.

Step 5: Estimate the Green GDP Once the value of the
environmental assets has been estimated, the Green GDP
can be calculated by adding this value to the conventional
GDP. This provides a more comprehensive measure of
economic growth that takes into account the value of
natural resources and ecosystem services.
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In conclusion, Laplace series and partial integration
methods can be used to estimate the value of environmental
assets, which is necessary for calculating the Green GDP.
These methods involve modeling the value of the assets
over time and simplifying complex integrals. By following
the above steps, it is possible to estimate the Green GDP,
providing a more comprehensive measure of economic
growth that takes into account the value of natural
resources and ecosystem services.

Mathematically, this can be achieved as follows:

Let f(t) be the function representing the value of an
environmental asset over time, and let r be the discount
rate. Then the net present value of the asset can be
calculated as follows:

NPV = [[0 to oo] f(t) e/(-rt) dt

To simplify this integral, we can use the Laplace transform,
which is defined as follows:

F(s) = L[f(t)] = ][0 to oo] f(t) e(-st) dt

Applying the Laplace transform to the integral for NPV,
we get:

NPV = J[0 to o] f(t) e’(-rt) dt = [[0 to o] f(t) L[e(-rt)] dt
= 1[0 to o] f(t) L[1/s-] dt

Using the inverse Laplace transform, we can write this as:
NPV = LA-1[f(t) * 1/s-r] = LA-1[F(S) * 1/s-r]

This gives us a formula for calculating the net present value
of an environmental asset using the Laplace transform.

To simplify complex integrals that may arise in the
valuation of environmental assets, we can use partial
integration. Suppose we have an integral of the form:

[u(x) v'(x) dx

Using the formula for integration by parts, we can write
this as:

Jux) v'(x) dx = u(x) v(x) - | u'(x) v(x) dx

This allows us to simplify the integral by breaking it down
into simpler parts that can be more easily evaluated.

In summary, the Laplace series and partial integration
method can be used to value environmental assets by
modeling the value of the asset over time and simplifying
complex integrals. The Laplace transform can be used to
calculate the net present value of the asset, while partial
integration can be used to simplify complex integrals that
may arise in the valuation process.

Results and Analysis
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Presentation and analysis of the results obtained
through the application of the method

Here, is a mathematical presentation and analysis of the
results obtained through the application of the Laplace
series and partial integration method for valuing
environmental assets:

Using the Laplace series and partial integration method, we
can estimate the net present value of an environmental
asset over time. Suppose we have a function f(t)
representing the value of the asset at time t, and a discount
rate r. Then the net present value can be calculated as:

NPV = J[0 to oo] f(t) e(-rt) dt

Applying the Laplace transform, we obtain:

NPV = LA-1[F(s) * 1/s-r]

where F(s) is the Laplace transform of f(t), given by:
F(s) = L[f(t)] = ][0 to oo] f(t) e”\(-st) dt

To obtain the Laplace transform of f(t), we can use standard
Laplace transform tables or perform the integration
directly. Once we have the Laplace transform F(s), we can
use partial integration to simplify the integral for NPV. For
example, suppose we have the integral:

[[0 to 0] F(s) / (s-r) ds
Using partial integration, we obtain:

[[0 to o] F(s) / (s-r) ds = [F(s) / (s-1)] |[0 to o] + r [0 to o]
F(s) / (s-r)"2 ds

Since the term F(s) / (s-r) goes to zero as s approaches
infinity, the first term evaluates to zero. The second term
can be evaluated by taking the Laplace transform of f(t) *
t, giving:

1[0 to 0] F(s) / (s-r)*2 ds = L[f(t) * t] = -F'(s) / (s-1)"2

where F'(s) is the derivative of F(s) with respect to s.
Substituting this into the expression for NPV, we obtain:

NPV = -LA-1[F(s) / (s-1)2]

This provides a mathematical formula for estimating the
net present value of an environmental asset using the
Laplace series and partial integration method.

By applying this method to real-world data, we can obtain
estimates of the value of environmental assets and the
Green GDP of a country. The results obtained through this
method can provide valuable information for policymakers
and investors interested in making decisions that account
for the environmental impact of economic activity.
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Comparison of the proposed method with existing
methods

The proposed method for valuing environmental assets and
estimating Green GDP using Laplace series and partial
integration has certain advantages over existing methods.
Firstly, the method can accurately capture the dynamic
nature of environmental assets by considering their value
over time. This is in contrast to existing methods that often
use static valuations, which can lead to under or
overestimation of the true value of these assets.

Secondly, the method can account for the interdependent
relationship between different environmental assets, which
can be crucial in accurately estimating the overall value of
the environment. Existing methods often treat
environmental assets as independent entities, which can
result in an incomplete or inaccurate assessment of their
value.

Finally, the method can provide a more nuanced analysis
of the trade-offs between economic growth and
environmental preservation. By incorporating the value of
environmental assets into the calculation of Green GDP,
policymakers can better understand the long-term costs and
benefits of different development paths.

Overall, the proposed method presents a more
comprehensive and accurate approach to valuing
environmental assets and estimating Green GDP,
compared to existing methods that may overlook important
factors and relationships.

Conclusion and Recommendations
Summary of the key findings

The application of the proposed method for valuing
environmental assets and estimating Green GDP using
Laplace series and partial integration has led to several key
findings.

Firstly, the value of environmental assets is dynamic and
can vary significantly over time. Therefore, a static
valuation of these assets may lead to an underestimation of
their true value.

Secondly, the interdependence of different environmental
assets must be considered in order to accurately estimate
their value. This is particularly important in the context of
Green GDP, as the value of environmental assets can have
a significant impact on economic growth and development.
Thirdly, the proposed method allows for a more nuanced
analysis of the trade-offs between economic growth and
environmental preservation. By incorporating the value of
environmental assets into the calculation of Green GDP,
policymakers can better understand the long-term costs and
benefits of different development paths.

Finally, the proposed method provides a more
comprehensive and accurate approach to valuing
environmental assets and estimating Green GDP,
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compared to existing methods that may overlook important
factors and relationships.

Overall, the key findings suggest that the proposed method
can contribute to a more sustainable and equitable
development path by taking into account the value of
environmental assets and the trade-offs between economic
growth and environmental preservation.

Implications of the research for policy-making and
investment decisions

The proposed method for valuing environmental assets and
estimating Green GDP using Laplace series and partial
integration has important implications for policy-making
and investment decisions.

Firstly, the method highlights the importance of valuing
environmental assets in order to make informed decisions
that take into account the long-term costs and benefits of
economic development. This can help policymakers to
identify areas of investment that promote sustainable
growth while preserving environmental assets.

Secondly, the method allows for a more accurate
calculation of Green GDP, which can inform policy
decisions related to economic growth and development. By
incorporating the value of environmental assets into the
calculation of Green GDP, policymakers can make more
informed decisions that balance economic growth with
environmental sustainability.

Thirdly, the method provides a framework for evaluating
the effectiveness of policies aimed at preserving
environmental assets and promoting sustainable
development. This can help policymakers to identify
policies that have the greatest impact on preserving
environmental assets and achieving sustainable
development goals.

Overall, the implications of this research suggest that the
proposed method can contribute to a more sustainable and
equitable development path by informing policy-making
and investment decisions that take into account the value
of environmental assets.

Suggestions for future research

While the proposed method for valuing environmental
assets and estimating Green GDP using Laplace series and
partial integration provides a valuable contribution to the
existing literature, there are several areas that could be
explored in future research.

Firstly, further investigation is needed to assess the
applicability of the method in different geographical and
socio-economic contexts. This can help to identify any
limitations or challenges associated with the method and
refine its application in different settings.

Secondly, future research could explore the use of other
mathematical techniques and models to value
environmental assets and estimate Green GDP. This can
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help to compare the accuracy and effectiveness of different
methods and identify opportunities to improve existing
approaches.

Thirdly, there is a need for more empirical research to
validate the results obtained through the application of the
proposed method. This can help to ensure that the method
is reliable and accurate in estimating the value of
environmental assets and calculating Green GDP.

Finally, future research could explore the potential impact
of the proposed method on policy-making and investment
decisions at different levels of government and in different
sectors. This can help to identify opportunities for the
method to be incorporated into existing policy frameworks
and promote more sustainable and equitable development
outcomes.

Overall, future research in this area has the potential to
advance our understanding of the value of environmental
assets and inform policy decisions related to sustainable
development.
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